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SPECIAL NOTICE.
TO

ALL
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Having just had communication
our treasurer of the F. M.
F o r t h e exposition o f true, practical piety and with
''evented to the spread o f EVANGELICAL
Board the fact was disclosed that the
truths and the U n i t y of th church.
Foreign Mission Fund is completely
drained and a small deficit which he
PUBLISHED I N T H E INTERESTS OF THE
himself was obliged to supply.
Brethren in Christ Church The F. M. Board has recently met
OW
some back standing obligations on
U . S . A . C A N A D A & FOREIGN COUNTRIES
Foreign real estate which is now all
At Grantham, Pa.
paid up.
Quite a number of other
PRINTED BY G R A N T H A M P R I N T I N G CO.
extra expenses have come in outside
of the general running expenses,
EDITOR—GEO. D E T W I L E R .
such as the fares for those coming
home on furloughs and the opening
SUBSCRIPTIONS.
PER Y E A R
$1.00
of the new mission in India, and also
S i x MONTHS,
. 5 0 cts.
of the new Bible school at Matopo
T o FOREIGN C O U N T R I E S , $ 1 . 2 5 PER Y E A R
S. A. for the native converts who
( S A M P L E COPIES F R E E ) .
must be taught and trained in Bible
knowledge which Bro. Fry is apRemittances
should be made by P. O.
pointed to teach.
Money
Order or Bank
Draft.
Now Bish. Steigerwald has written
Entered as Second Class Matter Dec. that Bro. Frey really needs a house
20, TQT2, at the post office at Grantham, for himself and family to live in,
Pennsylvania, under the Act of Mar. 3, because they are so badly crowded
1870.
for all to live in one house at Matopo.
This
house if build will cost some
OFFICE MANAGER
over one thuosand dolars.
GjORGE DETWILER.
The war has also greatly increasASSOCIATES :
ed the expenses of maintenance of
B I S I H O P W . O. B A K E R ,
L o u i s v i l l e , O ' o our
missions both in Africa and
B f ^ F P O P S. R. S M i I T H , .
. G r a n t h a m , I V India.
The F. M. Board has decided
B I / D E R E. H. H E S S . . .
. G r a n t h a m , P a . not to encourage new workers to
take the field until conditions change
The Associate
Editors
shall be equally
refor the better.
sponsible
with the Editor for all articler
We hope the war will soon end and
that
appear
in
the
EVANGELICAL
peace
be restored again.
VISITOR—Conference
decision.
Now we do hope, and pray, tfyat
Notice—The
date printed after your
name our beloved Brotherhood will rise up
on the label denotes
the time to which
you
quickly and supply this need. Think
have paid.
Keep it in the
future.
of our dear Foreign Missionaries who
are
making such tremendous sacriA d d r e s s 'the editor, 1216 Walmut St.,
fices
to reach the heathen with the
Hirristmrg, Pa.
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gospel of Jesus.
We dare not let
them suffer.
We humbly entreat
every district of the Brotherhood to
quickly do what they can to relieve
the situation. There is more money
needed right now.
We have confidence in our noble,
considerate, and loyal Brotherhood
that she will heartily and immediately respond.
Send all offerings to
Bro. P. M. Climenhaga, Stevensville,
Ont, our F. M. Treasurer.
Yours in the service of the Master,
J. R. Zook, Chairman,
C. N. Hostetter, Secretary.

IS

0UH L0EDS FIEST ADVENT.
God gave His Son for us.
He,
God, made the sacrifice and did not
withhold His best gift, but gave Him
freely that a way might be opened
for our salvation.
In the wisdom of
God it was thought best that the
Son's advent into the world should be
by the way of humanity.
So a body
was given Him and His advent was
marked by special phenomena in
that heaven was strangely moved
and agitated.
The angel hosts were
interested and made the announcement of His coming joyfully on the
hills of Judea to the shepherds:

Meetings are in progress in a number of districts at this writing, Dec.
"Fear not," said He, for mighty dread,
Had seized their tronbled mind."
7.
Eld. Eyster is laboring at Pal"Glad tidings of great joy I bring
To yon and nil mankind.
myra, Pa.
S. G. Engle is at Reich's
"To yon, In David's town, this day
M. H. Lancaster Co., Pa.
Eld. LaIs horn, of David's line,
The Savior, who is Christ, the Lord,
fayette Shoalts is at Air Hill, Pa.
And this shall he the signs
Eld. D. W. Brehm is in the Morribahe yon there shall
son's Cove dist., and Bish. J. A . "The heavenly
find,
To human view displayed I
Stump continues at Souderton, Pa.
All
meanly
wrapped
In
swathing
bands,
May the Lord richly bless all of these
And In a manger laid."
efforts and may many wandering
Then was there with the angel the
ones return to the Lord.
heavenly host glorifying God, saying, "Glory to God in the highest,
In our last issue we made a special and on earth peace; good will unto
Bible Offer, namely an India Paper men."
Combination Bible whose list price is
The writer of the epistle to the He$7.50, for $4.50.
We think this lib- brews says that He, Jesus, was
eral offer ought to appeal to many made, for a little while, lower than
who are in peed of a Bible.
The the angels, f o r the suffering of
binding is Imperial Seal, "Divinity death. To the Philippians he writes
Circuit," Calf Lined, Round Corners, that Jesus thought it not robbery to
Carmine under Gold Edges.
Patent be equal with God but made himself
thumb index 25 cents extra.
Those of no reputation, took upon Himself
renewing their subscription to the the form of a servant, and was made
Visitor can get the Visitor a year in the likeness of men: that He was
and the Bible for $5.25, with index in fashion as a man, and humbled
$5.50.
New subscribers to the Vis- Himself, and became obedient unto
itor can get the Bible and the Visitor the death of the Cross.
for a year f o r $5.00, with index
Christ's incarnation was a necess$5.25.
ity because of what was to follow.
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When he appeared in human form as
THE ANGEL SONG.
the Babe of Bethlehem it was the
earthly beginning of a life that
There's « song in the air.
would affect the world of humanity
«
« dee^Vra^r
as no other ever had done or ever
J ™ ^ - fire , v h I I e t h e
would.
He was the One in view in rFor
. ilie Beautiful
in».
manner ofs Bethlehem cradles a
Isa. 9, where we read, "Unto us a
Kins.
child is bora, unto us a Son is given;
There's a t»i»nit of joy
,
j
i n i
O'er the wonderful hirth,
and the government shall be upon
For the virgin's sweet i.<>>
his shoulder: and his name shall be Ay! tlie star rain* its fire and the Beancalled Wonderful, Counsellor, The F o r t h e " ^ " o f Bethlehem cradles a
KI,,Rmighty God, Tlie Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace."
Yes, God
n a t h u t , s o n w f r ?i" u f n r , ,
gave
His
Son.
*Has
°
swept over the world.
Then, the Son wgave Himself. There Every hearth
Is aflame, and the Beautiful sdns

was perfect accord between the »•> the homes of the nations that Jems
Father and the Son.
It had been
i
.
,,
,
,
' i t
rejoice in the light,
1
planned m trie eternal councils long
And we echo the song
i
<
•
ii
j.
i i.
a
That comes down through the night
ago even before the foundation of From the heavenly throus.
the world was laid.
He gave Him- v , ! w c I ^ V 0 , h e l o v e , y
erafl,e o u r Saviov
self that He might redeem us from An<1 w e
sin's curse and pen altv and He ac„ Hollaiul.
„
Dr.
complished what He undertook. He
cried, "It is finished," Heaven is pro..
pitiated, man is reconciled.
Writing of extra-Scriptural days
and there observance a writer has
"Thou didrt^Ieave^Thy^hrone and Thy t h g following to Say about the 0bWhen Thou earnest to earth for me, gei'VailCe of Christmas:
But in Bethlehem's home there was
found
no room
room
found no
«For the observance of Christmas
For Thy holy nativity.
"Heaven's arches ran*, and the angels
Of T h ^ t h and Thy roval degree:
But in lowly Mrth didst Thou come
to earth,

And in greatest humility.

^

^ i S eVe11

*** °

f

t h e S e

leSS

W h i d l

eXCUS6
W e

h a V e

than for
™ntion-

eel (Good Friday, Ascension, Whitsuntide).
For there seems to be no

May all be eager to open the heart o t h e r d a y , t h e date of which the
unto Him and say,
Lord has been more careful to leave
absolutely unknown and undiscov"O come to my heart, I-iord Jesus,
, , ' ,,
,.
.
_
. .
There is room in my heart for Thee." able than the Clay Of HlS nativity,
For unless He is given room in our
^Historically, Christmas is the
hearts His coming win not benefit perpetuation of an oM heat>en festius.
" A s many as received Him, to va 1 —the Roman Saturnalia.
It
them gave He newer, to bero^e the m i « h t appropriately be characterized
sons (children) of God. even to those f ^ k T r T ' 6 1 ' ^ 1 f h e a t h e n b a p t i z e d
, ^ ..
TT*
TTT,
into the Church of Rome, now re-<
who believe on His - a - e . Who were G e i v e d b y a l l t h e churches of Chrisborn

tendom into good and regular standing.
The exchange of gifts, the

God hath spoken to us bv his Son in t r e e ' t h e decoration of houses and
these last days.
Hear Him.
sanctuaries with evergreens, and
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mistletoe, the yule log, the candles,
are all importations from the old
heathen customs with which Yuletide was celebrated long before the
beginning1 of the Christian era.
"Will t^e reader also reflect upon
the puerilities, the absurdities, the
falsehoods, and the extravagance
with which Christmas is celebrated;
and that it tends to keep the minds
of young and old, in the contemplation of Christ, in the circumstances
and details of His infancy; and thus
diverts the attention
from the
thought of what He now is in his
office as our Great High Priest in
heaven, and from the expectation of
His coming again, not in humiliation
and weakness, as a helpless babe, but
in srlorious and terrible majesty and
power, when the 'kings of the earth,
and the princes, and the chief captains and the rich, and the strong,
and everv bondman and freeman,
shall hide themselves in the caves
and in the rocks of the mountains:
and shall say to the mountains and
to the rocks, Fall on us, and hide us
from t^e face of Him that sitteth on
the throne, and from the wrath of
the L a m b ' " (Rev. 6: 15, 16).

T^e Sunday School meeting here
at the Messiah Home chapel on Dec.
5, was well attended and much enjoyed bv those present.
Among
those who addressed the meeting
were E'd Abner Martin, Eld. J. B.
Funk, B'-o. Harvey Light, Bro. B. M.
Books, EM. J. A. Climenhaga, Bro.
Amos Di<°k and others who took part
in general discussion.
The missionary sermoi was preached in the
evemTTr bv Eld. E. H. Hess of the
Bible School.
The Lord blessed the
effort and His shall be all the praise.

IS

AS TO EUGENICS.
Much attention is paid in these
days to the subject in Eugenics, a
word meaning, according to the dictionary, "race culture; the restriction of marriage to persons adapted
to produce healthy offspring."
A
writer in Good Health tells how he
saw on the streets in New York
signs carried by men specially employed for the purpose.
The first
one was slouchy and shabby and carried a sign with the following announcement :
I cannot read this sign.
By what
right have I children?
Another one judging by his looks,
appropriately carried a sign which
said:
Would the prisons and jails be filled if my kind had no children?
The
sign of another
carrier,
hunch-backed, blear-eyed, of unsteady pace and trembly hand, said:
I am a burden to myself and the
State.
Should I be allowed to propagate?
He answered his own
question well.
The carrier of a fourth sign also
in his appearance made answer to
the sign he carried which said:
I must drink alcohol to sustain life.
Shall 1 transfer the craving to
others?
Of course all of this is done for
the purpose of educating the people
on the line of preventing the propagation of undesirables, such as idiots, weakminded, criminals, etc. In
this connection there is account
given of a family remarkable for its
record in crime and general degeneracy.
"For forty years the example
of the notorious Jukes family has
been cited by experts in Eugenics
and criminology as a horrible in-
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stance of crime and degeneracy descending to the offspring of defective
parents.
The life histories of one
thousand two hundred members of
this family were carefully investigated, revealing the shocking fact
that two hundred were paupers, one
hundred and forty were criminals,
and nearly all in some degree feebleminded or insane.
But Mrs. Mary
Stover Koster, a sociological investigator working under the Ohio Juvenile Research Bureau, has brought
to light a family whose history presents more startling facts than those
pertaining to the Jukes.
"Five
generations of this family have been
charted, comprising four hundred
and seventy-four
individuals, of
which two hundred and sixty-one
display various kinds of degeneracy.
Sixty have court records, fifteen
have been in jail, fourteen in the
penitentiary, nine in the infirmary,
nine in children's homes, two in institutions for the feeble-minded and
one in the boys' industrial home;
seventy-seven are immoral, seventy
four criminals, fifty-five feeble-minded, twenty-three alcoholic, twelve
prostitutes, seven tubercular, six
foundlings, four epileptic, three lunatics, and three vagrants.
Among
the crimes of which they have been
convicted are burglary, larceny, forgery, prostitution, intoxication, riot,
perjury and homicide; one member
is imprisoned in the Ohio State Penitentiary for a crime against his
daughters.
The mentality of some of these
individuals has been determined by
the Binet test as that of children
immoral between eight and eleven
years of age.
Many members are
at large, and are rearing large families of unfortunates, who naturally

December 13, 191§

inherit the criminal tendencies of
their parents."
From this recital it is plain that
the subject is a large and important
one.
While these families are, no
doubt, exceptional, possibly most of
us have noticed things similar only
on a smaller scale.
Those are fortunate who have not to contend with
such a heritage, whose progenitors
were men and women who feared
God and recognized their obligations
and responsibilities toward God.
And yet we have no doubt the
grace of God is able to work wonders
in the hearts of men and women if
given a chance.
In I Corinthians 6,
the apostle writes of a list of characters that would not inherit the
kingdom of God and then adds, "And
such were some of you" —that is,
some of the Corinthian saints had in
the past of their lives been, a fornicator, an adulterer, an idolater, an
effeminate, a thief, covetous, a
drunkard a reviler, an extortioner,
etc., "but ye are washed, but ye are
sanctified, but ye are justified in the
name of the Lord Jesus, and by the
Spirit of our God."
The vilest can
be made clean, thank God.
The editor of The Evangelical of
this city has the following timely
things to say regarding an institution which flourishes in our midst because of the patronage and encouragement it receives from the professedly moral, and religious people
of the community to a large extent.
What the editor says is consistently
true:
"One of the several theaters of
Harrisburg is located a few doors
from our Publishing House, and
from what we have seen we conclude
that, in common with others, it

December 13,
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offers the most satisfactory attractions and inducements for the patronage of all classes of perverted,
impure, vicious, degenerate men and
women who hunger and thirst for
such shameful exhibitions as it provides to gratify the inflamed lusts of
the flesh. If the exhibitions on the
bill-boards outside of the theater
make the cheek of decency to blush
and the heart of virtue to b u m with
indignation, what shall be said of the
shameful exhibitions on the inside
Over the door ways of the theater
should be inscribed in blood-red letters: All pretence of decency abandon who enter here!
No wonder
that from the theater schools of lust
and vice and crime should come the
fit young graduates for the pool
rooms, the saloons, the gambling
hells, ,the unclean club rooms, the
dance halls, the loafer's comers, the
thieves and defaulters, and brothels."

A Sunday at Souderton.—It was
granted us to attend the love feast
at Souderton, Pa., Nov. 27, 28.
It
was the first time we had the privilege to visit that district.
On our
way there we visited a few families
in tbe Gratersford district and attended the revival service on Friday
evening.
This meeting had been in
progress for nearly two weeks, it being conducted by Bish. J. A. Stump
of Indiana, who at this writing (Dec.
1), is laboring at Souderton in special meetings.
On Saturday morning Bro. John
Harley kindly gave us transportation to Souderton arriving at noon.
The services began at 1.30 and continued during the remainder of the
day and evening, and Sunday forenoon.
An enlargement of the meet-

IS

ing house had been undertaken by
the brethren of the district and succeeded in having it practically completed for this meeting.
Evidently
this improvement was much needed,
as the assembly present on Saturday
evening and Sunday morning filled
the enlarged structure.
Our visit
was made pleasant for us by the kind
welcome accorded us.
A delegation
of brethren and sisters, including
several ministering brethren, were
there from Lancaster Co., as also a
number from Philadelphia.
There
was liberty in testimony among the
believers and a good spirit seemed to
prevail throughout the meeting. We
hope a real revival may result
through Bish., Stump's labors while
there.
To us there were evidences
that not all of Souderton's population are saved, nor even religious,
and we wish that many may be
drawn to attend the meetings, and
through the efforts be drawn to
Christ the Savior.
Again we are near the close of the
year.
According to the course of
the seasons it is again the time when
the summer is ended and the harvest
is past.
One more number after
this one and the year's volume will
be closed,
The history of the year
will soon be completed as far as the
Visitor is concerned, but not only of
the Visitor but of everything else in
this world, our own individual life
history with the rest.
Have we
kept a record?
Hardly any of us
have kept such a full record that we
would be able to recount every incident however complete our record
might be.
Is there a record kept
elsewhere of our lives?
It would
appear so for we are told that account must be rendered to God for

8
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every idle word we say.
We must
all appear at the judgment seat of
Christ to receive reward according
to the deeds done in the body whether they be good or bad.
We must
bear in mind that the unsaved do not
appear in this judgment.
Only the
saved ones appear and will be judged, not in respect to salvation, f o r
they are already saved, but in respect to deeds done in the body as
Christians.
Believers in Jesus are
not under condemnation, their sins
have been blotted out, but their God
service as Christians, their conduct,
their attitude towards the work of
God in its being propagated or hindered, will all come under God's
searchlight and be judged righteously as the case may demand.
Faithful service will be rewarded, unjudged sin must also receive what is due.
Sowing to the flesh brings in the
harvest of corruption even for the
believer, for we must notice that
that word in Galatians 6, is addressed to believers.
It behoves us then
to not sow to the flesh but to the
Spirit and so inherit eternal life.
The one who neglects to make use of
the summer time to secure the harvest will have to suffer in the winter
time.
Let us be diligent to make
our calling and election sure so as to
secure an abundant entrance into the
everlasting kingdom of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ.
Let us abstain from all forms of evil.
Let us
walk honestly as in the day.
Let
us, like Paul, keep under the bodv so
that we may run the race successfully and receive the crown of rejoicing.
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and the writing not crowded.
Our
people, as a rule, have been trained
to be saving in all things, and have
acquired the habit of using as little
paper as possible when they write a
letter crowding all on the sheet or
page they possibly can, even writing double the number of lines on a
page as is indicated by the lines.
Such copy we must re-write or send
it back, neither of which we like to
do.
Correspondents can easily relieve the situation by using a little
more paper.
There is a great contrast between such copy as here described, and copy written on the typewriter, and double spaced at that.
Such copy is in favor with both the
editor and compositor.
But whether written with pen and ink or typewriter please do not crowd it,—use a
little more paper.
It will be noticed by the report
from California that a successful
Bible Conference was held there, the
occasion being ore of profit to those
attending.
We have a'"o received a
rogram of a like conference to be
held in Kansas near the end of December (28 to 31).
The program
is an interesting one, and the meeting will no doubt, under the blessing
~>f Cod, prove interesting and helpful to those who can attend.
AS TO OUR SPECIAL 015TER.

Our special offer re Sr. Davidson's
book and our Daily Text Calendar
was not meant to hold good where
agents sell the book on commission.
As far as we knew agents were about
We have ere this been pleading through in the east, and our offer
that the copy furnished us be easily was meant as an encouragement to
readible, by being plainly written. such as had not bought to buy yet,
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connection with the S. S. lesson
and all who have ordered on the
strength of our offer and sent us the study. __We invite all to order one or
The price
money, $1.50, with the order, have more of these calenders.
is
25
cents
each
singly,
five
for $1.00,
had the book and calendar sent to
twelve
for
$2.25.
Order
now f o r
them.
Our offer still holds good for
your
Sunday
school.
all who will forward the $1.50, the
price of the book.
A number of the Visitor family
One wonders how a surgical ope- have gone to Florida for the winter,
ration can be said t ohave been suc- among them are A . B. Musser's of
cessful when the subject dies as aGrantham, Pa., and S. S. Wolgemuth's of Lancaster Co., Pa.
Their
result.
One wonders how it is that intelli- address is Sarasota, Fla.
gent people invite sickness and death
to themselves and families by sleepIn regard to the New Hymnal of
ing in rooms with all the windows which a notice appeared in the Visitightly closed, and in many cases tor in November, we wish to say that
have a coal oil lamp burning but the book is in the hands of the printturned low.
er yet, and we cannot say when they
One wonders how it is that good will be ready for distribution. W e
people continue to drink coffee as a would request that all orders for the
table beverage in spite of the fact hymnal be sent direct to S. R. Smith,
that they are troubled with period- Grantham, Pa.
Ail orders that are
ical headaches and other unpleasant sent to the Visitor office must be
afflictions often caused by the coffee transferred to Bro. Smith so it is
habit.
best to send to him in the first place.
One wonders how it is that the Please remember.
Holy Spirit should convict and guide
in the matter of plain dressing and
have nothing to say about tobacco- TO HIS FRIENDS UPON HIS BIRTHDAY,
using or beer drinking.
One wonders how it is that a peniO, friends of Him who lived to die,
tent sinner should have to plead with Who lives to die no more,
Have we forgot how Death pnrsned
God to be merciful to him, when His infant life, before
He knew His mother's face or smiled
God has been waiting to be gracious Back at the joy it wore ?
Have we forgot?
to him for ever so long, being fully
While
Heaven
flooded
earth
satisfied with Christ's work in the And ni^ht shone as the day,with song
Have we forgot how when He died
sinner's behalf.
Every Christian home ought to
have a Daily Text Wall Calendar for
1916.
Our Calendars are beautiful
and attractive.
There is a Scripture text for every day. It gives the
S. S. Lesson topic for each Sunday
and Golden Text reference, and gives
the reference of the daily reading in

The song: had passed away,
And midday, as of night besot,
Grew bluek with sin's display?
Have we forgot i

And while the niRlit of sin and war
Broods o'er the world to-day,
Have we forgot the ansel's son;?
In "Merry Christmas" play,
And for the birth of Peaee on earth
Have we forborne to pray ?
Have we forgot?
And while the news of 'Grace to all
Is heralded away,
Have we forgot the absent Lord,
(The King is still away)
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CONTRIBUTED.

Ijlfe and health and peace possess! ns.
From the sinner's dying Friend.

THE MINISTRY OF TEARS.

Lave and grief,
With my tears
Constant still In
Lore deriving

my heart dividing,
his feet I'll bathe;
faith abiding,
from His death."

IIy A. Z. MYERS.
There are tears of penitence that
Thank God for tears and laughter. avail not.
They come too late. Suck
They are the safety valve of emo- were Esau's. (Heb. 12: 17).
Study
tion.
Life without emotions would what Jesus says about "weeping and
be unendurable.
gnashing of teeth." (Matt. 8 : 12; 22:
But our message at this time is 13; 24: 51; 25: 30; Luke 13: 28).
with regard to the tears, tears as a If you will take the trouble to look
ministry as a service rendered to hu- up these passages you will find that
manity, to God.
in every instance they are said aMany tears are but the outburst of bout religious persons, but persons
selfish passion.
Of these we have who had a form without the heart of
not time to speak—only to utter a the matter.
See also Rev. 18: 11;
brief prayer, from these, Oh Lord, 15: 19.
Tears of penitence when
deliver us.
world things tumble.
Tears, t o o
There are tears of penitence. See late, too late.
Alas too late.
Luke 7: 41-44.
A vision of the holiBut there is a ministry of tears,
ness, of the love of our Lord often tears for others, tears of sorrow f o r
brings them.
Happy the heart that others that accomplices
things,
frequently sheds these tears.
They that bring joy out of sorrow, that
are not the tears of the sinner in his lead to great rejoicing, yes even
sins.
They may be the tears of the tears of joy.
For if you know how
awakened sinner.
More often they to weep you will weep when the
are the tears of a forgiven rejoicing heart is too full of joy for utterance.
sinner.
Thank God for such tears.
It is a cold passionless heart that
Here, as in other .things, Jesus becan look at the pit from whence they comes our great example.
Three
have been drawn and not sometimes times it is stated that he wept. John
be moved to tears.
It is a cold pass- 11: 35; Luke 19: 41-44; Heb. 5 : 7.
ionless heart that can look up to calStudy also Paul in the following.
vary and see Him there extended, Acts 20: 19, 31; II Cor. 2 : 4 ; Phil. 3 :
suffering so cruelly and believe in
18, 19, and Timothy in II Tim. 1 : 4.
the vicarious sufferings of Christ,
So also the father of the demoniac
seeing their substitute and not be
boy in Mark 9 : 24, and Moses in Ex.
moved to tears. A h —
32: 32.
"Sweet the moments, rich in blessing,
Each of these passages are materWhich before the cross I spend;
ial for thought and study.
For the
sake
of
brevity
we
shall
leave
unsaid
Shall naught be said of bringing back
The King on Christmas Day?
much
we
have
in
our
heart
to
say
Have we forgot ?
about them, believing that if you will
Nay!
Iting ye bells within our heai'ts,
\ e bells of hope and praise,
turn to them in turn you will see the
We've not forgot the Christ who died
relation, see Jesus weeping over
And lives beyond our gaze
He's coming back, and yet will bless
Jerusalem, see Him weeping in the
A thousand Christmas Days.
We've not forgot. Garden because of the sins of people.
Joseph

A.

Richards.
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This ministry is intercessory.
See also Paul the evangelistic missionary pastor during those three With strong crying and tears interSo Moses in Ex.
years ministry at Ephesus as he goes cession is made.
So Paul, so Baxter and Finin and out in that great city seeking 32: 32.
lost ones.
Oh who can get under ney and Spurgeon and a great host
the sin of their city, their town, of others.
These tears are precious in God's
their town, their country community
and not weep at times for the sins sight, They move the Eternal. See
of the people, for the misery and des- the answer Moses received.
God forgive me for much ministry
truction that abound, for love that
And yet we
lies bleeding, trampled under foot, that has been tearless.
for dishonor to the Holy One, for thank God for the tears that have
sympathy as they think of a judg- been in our ministry, and we pray
ment to come and the "outer dark- that they may abound more and
more for His glory, for we are perness" beyond.
Or again see Paul as he writes to suaded that the way to the hearts of
the church at Philippi about the peo- men and women is often through
ple in the Church who have a name tender, compassionate sympathetic,
to live and who are still in the bond- intercessory tears.
And then there will be tears of
age o f sin.
Sitting there in his RoThank God for these too. But
man prison house, chained to a sold- joy.
ier, they rise up before him and his Oh, there ought to be so many more
tears stain the parchment upon of these and there will be if there
which he is writing.
What godly are first the tears of compassion, of
pastor has not many times wept as sympathy of intercession.
May God give us a full share in the
Paul, wept as he thinks of the men
and women in his church who, pro- ministry of tears and He will be
fessing to be saints are not of the glorified in our ministry and lives
and in the salvation of lost ones as
Lord's sheep?
The ministry of the men God has He has not been.
greatly used throughout all the his- Ebensburg, Pa.
tory of the Church has been a ministry of tears.
They have not necessarily paraded them, but if one
could get within the study walls of
the men and women who have really
made the history of the true Church
of Christ through these centnries
you would find a very large ministry
of tears from Paul and Timothy
down to the present hour.
This ministry is sympathetic. Oh
that we could feel for the lost. W e
need to pray for a sympathetic heart.
But after all, if we have the Spirit
of Christ we will be sympathetic for
He was.
See Rom. 8 : 9.

SOON THE REAPING.
/

This l« the fielil, the world below,
In which the Sower enme to now,
-'"nhs '!»» vlien*
S»f" n tl.e t$» res,
For so the Word of God declares.
Most
Mast
Must
Then

awful truth nnd Is It so?
all the world the harvest know?
nil before the Judge up pear?
for the harvest oh prepare.

Bnt all who are from sin set free,
Their Father's Kingdom MOOII shall see.
Shine like the sun forever there
He that hath ears then let him hear.

"O for a heart to praise my God
A heart from sin set free,
A heart that always feels Thy blood,
So freely spilt for me.
A heart resigned, submissive, meek,
My great Redeemer's throne,
Where only Christ is heard to speak,
Where Jesus reigns alone."
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"PUT UP THY SWORD."
By JOHN GARMAN.
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At the present time we are witnessing one o f the most gigantic
wars that the world has ever known.
It is also another evidence of the
truthfulness of our text.
This present world war has been caused
largely by the utter disregard shown
by rulers and statesmen to this finale
of our Lord's as regards the use of
the sword.

Put up . . . . thy sword into his
place: f o r all they that take the
sword shall perish with the sword
(Matt. 26: 52).
The words quoted above were
spoken by Jesus to Peter at the time
of His arrest in the Garden of GethWashington's theory that "to be
semane.
Peter in his zeal for his
own and his Master's safety, had prepared for war is the best way to
with his sword cut an ear off of one preserve peace," coupled with tha
of the bighpriest's servants. Christ philosophy that "might makes right"
characteristically healed the ear, and have formed the basis upon which
at the same time uttered one of the most modern nations have bnPt their
armies and navies.
The fallacy o f
great truths of the Bible.
All history from time immemori- their reasoning is now apparent, for
ial has proven the unfailing truth- preparation for war instead of prefulness of our text.
The world em- serving peace invites war with all its
pires of ancient times, Babylonia, attendant social and ecomomic probMight moreover does not
Assyria, Persia, Greece, and Rome lems.
all attest its authenticity, f o r they make right for the right though vanall were founded and maintained, quished at times will ultimately triumph, but human might has a tendand all likewise perished by the
sword.
Rome, the last of the great ency to seek to vanquish the right so
world empires, owed its origin to the that such might whether expressed
sword of conquest.
It maintained in an army or a trust is a menace to
its integrity for many years through the best interests of society and
the fear inspired in the hearts of its should be abolished.
citizens by its martial, show, but was
Many seemingly have not learned
finally destroyed by the sword of in- the lesson which the present Europvaders.
ean conflict would teach us. ConSince then the p^iges of history sequently a large number of our felbut repeat themselves, Mediaeval lowcitizens are asking that our army
history records that Charlemagne, and navy be greatly increased. The
the founder of the Holy Roman Em- Administration has fallen in with
pire, conducted fifty military cam- their plans and is going to urge Conpaigns to augment and establish his gress to grant the desired proposals,
kingdom, which perished on his We, as a church, are classed a death at the swords o f contending mongst those adhering to the docbrothers.
The career of Napoleon trine of non-resistance, i. e. in view
Bonaparte is but another proof of of the teaching and example of Jesus
the universality of Christ's state- we deem it our duty to bear all
ment. Modem history, too, is largely things for His sake.
Therefore we
occupied with recitals of war and as a church are absolutely opposed
bloodshed.
to war on any grounds.
In view of

December 13, 1915.
closer than a brother
this the plans of the Militarists as I am
1 e'en number all thy h a i r ,
Seek not help In any other
outlined before vitally affect us. In
Hut on Me east all thy care.
all probability our taxes will be in- " T h i n k not that thou art forsaken
creased to help maintain a larger That thy prayers are no more heard
Trust in Me with faith
unshaken,
military force, our best young men
Rest upon My promised word,
For each promise I have given
will be taken at an age when they
Yea and Amen is in Me,
shall pass away, and heaven
should be entering the trades and Earth
Ere one promised word fail thee."
professions, and our reputation will And when Jesus thus has spoken
To me, when I'm weary grown,
be tarnished by assuming the atti- Then
the tempter's power is broken
tude taken by the European nations. And my gloominess is gone,
Then my pnth aKata is shilling
I.it up with a heavenly ray
It is therefore our manifest duty Strength
renewed for strength declining:
Helps me on my upward way,
as Christian citizens to whom God
M illersliurg, l'a.
has given a share in the government,
to notify our representative in ConTHE SUMMER IS E^DED.
gress that we cannot afford to pay
taxes for something which is so dangerous to Christian principles as a
By IDA
DOWNEY.
large army; that we cannot afford to The summer Is ended,
sreen leaves are s o n e ;
give our boys in larger number for The
Tlie trees once so beautiful,
Stand barren and lone.
an occupation which is so demoraliz- The birds that once flitted
their green boughs,
ing as that of war; that we cannot AWmoiiA'
e miss their sweet song
afford as Christians to have our re- W h i c h we cannot hear now.
putation tarnished by assuming such The summer is ended,
The birds have all
flown:
an unchristlike attitude toward the The harvest all garnered,
From the seed which was sown.
rest of the world.
The f r u i t too, is gathered,
And safe w i t h i n door.
Harrisburg, Pa.
And to God we give Thanks,
For

WHE.W MY PATH SEEMS DARK.

By

M.

ALICE

KEEKER,

His generous

store.

The summer is ended,
The bright flowers are gone;
The meadows of green verdure,
Have turned to a brown,
The reapers are silent,
And well we may say,
That everything pleasant,
Has vanished away.

When my p a t h seems dark a n d dreary,
W h e n I can see no way t h r o n s h ;
The summer is ended,
W h e n my feet are worn anil weary
W h y should we complain,
Anil my faith in failing; too;
W h e n the great God of heaven,
"When the days of t r i a l lengthen
Sends the snow and the r a i n i
Till I'm well nisfh overcome;
Our lives He has spared,
"When I need some one to strengthen
Our health He has given,
And to help me on toward home.
Our souls He has blest,
W i t h the sweet bread of heaven.
Then how sweet to feel Christ near me
And to hear His voice d i v i n e ;
The summer is ended,
Speaking l o v i n g words to cheer me,
The winter draweth n i g h ;
Saying, " F e a r not, thou art m i n e
The dark clouds look cold,
And My own shall perish, never,
Up i n the blue sky,
None shall pluck them front My hand And w h i l e we draw near,
Around our coxy firesides,
In thy way I'm w i t h thee ever,
W e give thanks to our God.
Even a l w a y , to the end,
For the warmth He provides.
" I w i l l help thee hear thy crosses
And thy burdens, every one,
The summer is ended,
1 share w i t h thee a l l thy losses
What a change we can see;
Thou art never left alone,
Let us remember it is God,
"When thon art so worn a n d weary
W h o has designed it to be.
So let us not murmur,
Then find sweetest rest i n Me,
Whatever His plan,
For I ' m with thee too when dreary
The wisdom of God is better,
Seems the way that's best for thee.
Than the wisdom of man.
" W h e n there comes a bitter t r i a l ,
W h e n the friends to help are few,
The summer is ended,
I , who heard a friend's denial,
And the cold winter is neart
W i l l not be a friend untrue,
W h i l e the w h i s t l i n g winds,
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Sound no cold and drear.
Bat why should we care,
When God'S love 1M HO great,
That the iilan of salvation
For UH He did make f
The Hammer In ended,
And I will yet nay,
Han our Christian experience,
Thus vanished away?
Or, is it still fresh
Like the bright flowers of spring:
And is the Are of love
Still burning within f
Have dark clonds gathered round us,
AH onward we trod ?
Are we still praying
And trusting in God?
He cares for His children,
And His love is secure:
Our tests and our trials,
He will help us endure.
S» let ns never grow weary,
But keep in the way,
That we may never set heedless,
And wander away,
Then let us l>e faithful
And serve Him with love,
That we may all, halve a home
In thnt bright mansion above.
Garland, Mich.

MISSIONARY QUESTIONS.
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News of Church Activity
IN THE
HOME AND FOREIGN FIELDS
MISSIONARY

ADDRESSES.

Bishop H. P. and Grace Steigerwald,
Eld. H. J. and Emma Frey, A. C. Winger,
Miss Mary Heisey, Matopo Mision, Bulawayo, South Africa.
H. Frances Davidson, Lewis Steckley,
Miss Elizabeth Engle, Mrs. Sallie Doner,
Macha Mission, Choma, N. W. Rhodiesia,
South Africa.
Walter 0. and Abbie B. Winger, Miss
Hannah Baker, Miss Sadie Book. Miss
Cora Alvis. Mtshabezi Mission, Gwanda,
Rhodesia, South Africa.
Eld

Tsaac

O. and A. \lice

5263, J o h a n n e s b u r g ,

South

Lehman,

box

Africa.

India.

Lesson VI.
F!ld. and

Sr. H. L.. Smith,

and

Km,

1. Into how many languages has Rohrer, Daaram, Madhipura North Hhugalpur, B. & N. M. Railway, India.
the Bible been translated?
2. Give a comparison
between
Following
not under Foreign
Mission
Hoard.
the money spent in the present EuMr. and M r s . D . W . Z o o k . A d r a . B N . R . ,
ropean war and the money spent for
India.
foreign missions.
Mrs. F a n n i e F u l l e r , G o w a l i a , T a n k R o a d ,
3. Has our church ever done any- B o m b a y , India
thing to give the gospel to the AmerFurlough—Myron
and Adda
Taylor.
Jesse
R and Maltnda
Eyster.
ican Indians?
4. What is needed to arouse more
OUR CITY
MISSIONS
interest in missions?
5. Is the native African religB u f f a l o M i s s i o n . 25 H a w l e y St., in c h a r g e
ious?
In what sense?
6. What have been the fruits of of C e o . E. and Effie W h i s l e r .
Chicago
M i s s i o n . 6030 H a l s t e a d
S t . . in
his religion?
c h a r g e o f S r . S a r a h Bert, B r o B L B r u 7. What are some of the elements of his religion?
Its weak- haker and S r . N a n c y S h i r k .
Moines, Iowa. Mission.
1174 14th.,
nesses ?
Its strength ?
8. How should a missionary ap- St.. in c h a r g e o f Eld. J. R. and A n n a Z o o k .
lahhok
Orphanage,
Thomas.
Okla.. is
proach the native African?
9. Is it true that Africa is the oharue o f F. N. and A d e l l a E n g l e . R 3 b o x 1.
San /"-ancisco M i s s i o n . 52 C u m b e r l a r d St.,
white man's graveyard?
in .-harge o f S r . L i z z i e W i n g e r and w o r k e r s
10. What has helped to open
H-ivton M i s s i o n . 601 T a y l o r St.. in c h a r g e
South Africa to mission work?
o f \V H. and S u s i e B o v e r .
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FOREIGN MISSION FUND.
Report

for Sept. Oct., and Nov., 1915.
GENERAL

FUND.

RECEIPTS.
Pleasant Hill S. S. Kans., special for
Isaac O. Lehman, $11.20; Shisler's Point,
Ont., Jfsa.JtH; Black; Creek, Out., $50.91;
Harrlsburg,
Pa., $16.70;
Mt. Joy, Pa.,
Bihre class, $10.06;
Part of Conference
offering, Ohio, $5.00; Part of Conference
offering, Ohio, $5.00; Part of Conference
offering, Ohio, $25.00; Roselnink, Ont.,
brethren, $11.25; Buffalo Mission, $7.21;
Part of Conference offering, Ont., $5.00;
A sister, Hespler, Out., $2.00; Edgar C.
and Arthur N. Heise, Kan., $5.00; SpringHeld, Ohio brethren, $30.60;
Wainfleet,
Ont., brethren $25.47; Miami dist. Ohio,
$38.07; Cedar Springs, Pa., $75.00; C. E.
S. Abilene, Kan. $5.00; Falrview, Ohio,
$10.52; Markham, Ont., $41.33; Clay Co.,
Kans., $10.62; Mechanicsburg, Pa., S. S.
$19.15;
Pleasant
Hill, Kans., $14.65;
Spring vale, Ont., $10.00;
Mrs. Bridge,
Manlieim, Pa., $5.00; a brother, Lancaster City, Pa., $150.00; Part of Conference
offering, Ohio, $6.58;
Grantham,
Pa.,
special
for
India,
$33.18;
Grantham,
Pa.,
special
for
Africa,
$14.24;
N Ottawa,
Ont.,
$30.31;
Upland, Cal. S. S., $35.30; Antrim, Pa. S S.
$6.63; Norman Mowery, Pa., $5.00; W.
II. Krieder, 111., $30.00; Part of Conference offering, Okia, $10.00; Nancy A.
Shirk, 111., $20.00; David II. Krieder,
$5.00; Donegnl, Pa., dist., $17.00; Eld.
.1. II. Myers, Pa., $10.00; Guilford, Pa.,
dist., $2.00; A. S. Krieder, 111., $5.00;
Cedar Springs, Pa., $2.00.
Special receipts for David E. Rohrri'
and family for travelling expenses.
Eliza bet htown,
Pa., $25.00;
Wickersham S. II. $14.55; Mt. Joy, Pa., Town
Hull, $19.61; Mt. Pleasant church, Pa.,
$12.16;
111a ck
Creek,
Ont,
brethren,
$47.13; Wainfleet, Ont., $35.00; Spriugvale,
Ont.,
$15.00;
Hespeler,
Ont.,
$10.00; Howick, Out., $14.05; Markham,
Ont., $36.47; Nottawa, Ont,. $17.95.
DISBURSEMENTS.
Rntli Ilyers, special for travelling expenses to India, $350.00; David E. Rohx*ers
travelling
expenses
to
India,
$246.92; H. L. Smith,
£200
costing
$958.00; as a building fund, II. L. Smith,
for general needs,
50 costing $239.50;
H. P. Steigerwald for general needs at
Matopo,
.fc 50, costing $240.50;
Lewis
Steckley,
for general
needs at Macha,
£ 50, costing, $240.50; Isaac O. Lehimnt
for general needs at Johannesburg,
SO
costing, $240.50.
For the first time since I am in charge
of the funds the bonTc account
stands
lir. $36.87, for which I am standing good
and the call is here for more money.
What shall the answer be i
P. M. Cllmenhaga.
Treasurer.
Sfevensville, Ont.

Sunshine is delicious, rain is refreshing, wind braces up, snow is exhilerating; there is really no such
thing as bad weather,—only different kinds of good weather.—Ruskin.
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DAYTON MISSION.
We greet the VISITOR family in tie
precious name of Jesus. Another montk
has gone into eternity with all its realities, never to return. All of our words,
and actions, have gone forth, and hare
been placed upon yonder record, there «,waiting our answer to give.
Then how
careful we ought to be in all our words,
and manner of living here in life. Not
only that we may be free at the judgment, but that our words, and our actions may be instrumental in the hands
of the Lord, for the uplifting of His precious Kingdom and the winning of precious souls. We are glad to report that
the Word of God is true, and the Holy
Spirit so faithful in revealing the danger of sin, and the joy and happiness
of salvation, to precious souls who have
become willing to confess their sins, and
take the humble way with the Lord.
Three of these were received into our
little mission number thru the ordinance
of baptism on Sunday afternoon, Nov. 14,
1915.
We are glad to say that one of
this number was the converted Catholic
brother and his wife, as no doubt you
will remember of his conversion on July
4, as was reported before of having been
such a wicked man. We do thank our God
for the wonderful way the Lord has
undertaken for his redemption, and
cleaned him up from an awful life of sin
for His own kingdom.
The third was
the mother of the young sister, mentioned in our last report as having been baptized.
She had been converted out at
Sr. Iva Herr's barn meeting.
It is so
blessed to see the mother and daughter
lifted out of the pride and fashions of
the world, and journeying with us in the
narrow and good old-fashioned way. It
truly is precious to witness how wonderfully the Lord- does sa ve souls to the uttermost from the depth of sin, and lead
them into the plain and narrow way
with Him.
0, dear ones, we can not thank the
Lord enough for all He is doing for precious souls. Help us pray that they may
continue to follow the Lord until the
end
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It Talsoi sgives
US rpleasure to report that P.ro- »"«' S r - Anderson, Elizabeth
.,
.
.
,
. ,
Mazy Dohner, Albert Hoke.
the Lord has given us our dear sister
Eva Dick of Stark Co., 0., district, as a „
, S O C I A L OFFERINGS
,

...

ttt

. .

,

Hannah

Ensle.

shoes

for

Dohner,

the

poor,

co-worker with US. We appreciate her Anna nuier, clothing and shoes for the
J o e Dohner, one bn. apples for Misvprv munh
and W
sllP ba<!
very
inucn, ana
weP hplipvp
oeiieve <
sue
nas hpptt
oeen s, MI o> onr > ttll(1
i,ia.lele
c .]„ t i, ill} . f „ r 1 U e IM>OP>
called and sent by God to this place. We Moist 4 cans of fruit, a chicken, celery,
/.J
. 1.
-11
. V
1 cookies, Dora Dohner 2 <|t. milk, loaf of
are confident she will prove to be a real i„ead, cookies, dried apples, i ib. butter,
blessing and encouragement to precious , 1 1 1 d o f ; „ H a r v e y Hosiers, i chicken i
,

b

,

, ... . .

.

..I

,

bntter,

dried

apples,

dried

pears,

souls, and a faithful helper with US at cookies, Wamu Dohner, I bn. potatoes

this place. We were so glad and thank- ^ i t r ^ r b o ^ ^ r ^ ^ . ^ V j r ^ ^
ful for her coming as sister Elizabeth
Yours for the Lost of earth,
Mason felt her work was done here, and <; oi Taylor st. Dayton,™!1 s " K 8 , e
had gone again to Buffalo, N. Y.
May
'
she be made a blessing there, and a
faithful worker for precious souls. And
DES MOINES MISSION.
may the Lord greatly keep and reward
her for all she has done here, for the
Lord, is our prayer.
We are now in our wl::fc:r quarters at
Again we can so cheerfullv report the 2CS Third St.
The work is advancing
bountiful provisions of the Lord, given nicely.
This is the time of the year
by the kind hands and loving hearts of when many who are do.. n and out seek
oiir dearly beloved brethren and sister?, shelter and a little help which furWe seem so little, and unworthv before nishes a good opportunity to preach
the Lord, as we attempt to thank Him, Christ to them, and sor^e are really con
and the loved ones for all that has again verted and turn from theii sinful ways
been done for us.
The Lord's bl°ssinsr<; to God and become holy men for Jesus.
and rewards ave unlimited toward those
Tlie transforming grace of G:d is marwho give to please
Continue to velious, indeed, in us all. but more espray for us in behalf of precious souls, pecially visible in those \ ho have gone
so far down into sin.
FINS.* H A L .

I F A N Y

ONE

I G L E DT Q G

,

N THE

POOV

Fund it would be very desirable and
helpful to the work. A little help about
RECEIPTS.
the holidays seems to te appreciated so
Hannah En-rle, West Milton. O., SI.OO:
Harvey'" "Ebright, "cTeonn"' Pa.," si.ooi much by the poor.
So?7 e V/idoWS with
s^UiY,'""',
children who have a hard way to make a
Trout, Springfield, o., si.oo Mnry Kcet- livelihood are some of those v. e could
Ins, Snringfleld, O., Ifl.lMIl Sr. Cnssel,
,
t..i
iTT .
s p H n e f i e i d , <>., * ,-r»t i.iK»ie T v i h m e y , encourage by a little lift.
Help us m
1
sprin-rtieid, o., ss.o'is i.tcxie Moist,
/est " 0 1 i r nrq.vpr<!
W P f»rh;'
-s nnreciate
J UX
vv e
Milton, O., SI.OO; father
Herr, R n ' l l .jp.CCltttC
wood, o.. «i.oo: niarv Cody, Dayton, o., the liberal freewill offering of Bro. J.
Report for Nov. t o t * . ^
Balance on hand S>40.01.

9 .B«s IVonh O. TTersliey, Abilene, Knns

^Stf.on; Mission offerings, $1.00.

$57.BO.

d

FINA*TRT*T

EXPENDITURES
Table account. S!».03! —as and stove
rent If3.10s carfi-re, $ .itO, incidentals,
?1 BalancJ , on 1 h?,ad 0 D.o.

j m

Total, S1CU.L aS leporxett.
Report

for November, 1 !> 1
RECEIPTS.

-^ssle Slder, Marshvllle, Oat., $ 1 5 . 0 0 .
RECEIPTS.
POOR FUND.
Electricity,
$1.00, gjrs, Ifli.r.O,
fnol.
Balance on hand, if".4(1.
$10.00, groceries, etc., i 21).OO, Inclden_
..
tjils, $4.7>0, water for one uuarter, $2,30,
m
EXPENDITURES.
I otul, $40..-,0.
For poor, $2.58.
Balance line Mission
Dee. 1, li)15.
Balance on hand Dec. 1, I!>15, $2.8S. $2.-.50.
Mission

Chapel

1, lf»ir„

Fund,

. .sister,
.
«- *ECEIPTS'
A
$5.00.

$4:5.44.

*i»7.8.-,.

Total, $142.8.-.
DONATIONS
of
PROVISIONS
were
given by Anna Hoke, Sr. Jenkins, Isaac
Engle, Ella Etter, Iva Herr, Ada Engle.

Hope our dear readers may all be
ecsed with a happy Christn as.
^ove t o all.

Yours in the Lord's service,
r

,

.

„

J. H. anl Anna ZOOK.
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CHAMBERSBURG MISSION.

waited f o r a more convenient season,
which we fear will never come.
May the stirring messages given, yet
Again we greet the dear ones of the be fruitful of much good.
VISITOR in the precious name of Jesus.
The church was revived, and some
The past too months have been very in- who had not complete victory, received
teresting to us.
Our meetings are in much help during the meetings.
the past and some souls were saved and
May the Lord bless our brother as he
believers encouraged, praise His name. goes on his mission, and make him a
We hops the Lord w i l l bless Bro. J. N.power for much good.
We commit all
Hoover for his labors w i t h us. We sure- to the Christ, and exclaim with the poet.
ly can say there was some real definite
"Praise God from whom all blessingj
work done here.
Five were baptized f.ow."
Amen.
the other Sabbath, and there are others
Cor.
who, we believe, w i l l go throuarh, praise
His name.
Pray for us.
THOMAS, OKLA.
FINANCIAL.
Report from Oct. X, to Dec. 2, 1!115.
Balance due mission, Oct. 1, $26.03.

A two weeks continued meeting here
closed Nov. 7, with a crowded house and
a number of seekers at the altar, some
for pardon others f o r sanctification.
Some received definite help from the
Lord.
Three were received into church felEXPENDITURES.
lowship.
Bro. Ira and Elizabeth Engle
l.ight
anil
fuel,
$5.73,
provisions, former missionaries to Japan, having re$11.75,
incidentals,
$5.00.
Total,
turned on account of Bro. Engle's health
$22.48.
Balance ilus Mission Dec. 2, $15.«2.
f a i l i n g , felt they could be at home with
Other donations consisting of
sweet the brethren and so were received into
potatoes, pears, peaches, corn, apple hotBro. Engle being an orter, liutter, baskets of provisions, crab fellowship.
apples, apples, honey and brooms, were
dained minister, was accepted as a mingiven
by
Martin
Oberholser,
Henry
Brechhiel, Orvllle Brechbiel, Jesse Myers, ister.
This seemed to come in answer
.1. D. VVIngert, S. S. Burkholder, S. H.
to our prayers, as the ministry needed
Wenger, S. D. Wingert.
strengthening and we had been praying
Vonrs In Ills service,
A . O . and Elizabeth Wenger.
to that end.
We plan to have another continued
meeting beginning about January 1,
ROSEBAKK CHURCH, KAKS.
1916, when Eld. V. I,. Stump w i l l be here
to labor in the work.
Continued meetings were begun on
D. L. Book.
Oct. 24, with Eld. Vernon Stump in Thomas, Okla., Nov. 22. 1915.
charge.
Our brother came filled w i t h
the Spirit, and with much power, fearMASTERSON VILLE, PA.
lessly, preached the Word, exposing s;n,
and warning the unsaved to accept
A series of meetings was held at the
Christ, and flee the wrath to some.
Much interest was manifested in theMastersonville M. H. Rapho dist., Pa.,
meeting some coming twelve to fifteen in charge of Eld. Jacob Martin containI t was fairly
miles to hear the Word.
Some of the ing nearly two weeks.
conditions
unsaved accepted Christ as their Savior, well attended, as weather
and are testifying to having found Him were favorable and interest good. Bro.
precious to them.
May a l l continue Martin spoke the word with power. Alfaithful.
Many were convicted of their tho' there were no results in w a y sinneed of a Savior but like a Felix of old ners coming home, yet believers were enRECEIPTS.
Sr. Sol. Sollenberger, $2.00; Sr. Snsnn
Lehman, »'!.«<>; Sr. Clara Lehman,
J .<><>;
A sister, $1 .OO;
Sr. Eshletnan, Upton, Pa.,
91.OO;
V sister,
$1.00s
Rosa
Beniler,
$1.00;
Hro. David Stoner, $ .50 i Bro.
Davlil IVenver, KCi.OO; Mission offering,
$15.7S! offering box, « .76) A. O. We«is>
er, ?2.00.
Total, $33.40.
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•ouraged and made to see higher heights
and deeper depths in the spiritual realm.
We pray that the word spoken may not
return void.
Monroe Dourte.
Kuhelm,

Pa.

CALIFORNIA BIBLE

CONFERENCE.

The first Annual Bible Conference
of the California District was held at
'Upland on Tuesday,
Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday, Nov. 9, 10, 11
and 12, 1915.
The Holy Spirit's
presence was manifest throughout
the Conference and His power was
felt in the expounding of the precious Word.
The various subjects
were ably handled by those to whom
they were assigned.
We were favored by the presence and assistance
of Bishop S. R. Smith and Elder Eli
M. Engle of Pennsylvania, and also
by quite a large representation of
brethren and sisters from Tulare
County, Cal.
Bishop S. R. Smith of Grantham,
Pa., brought to our notice many
grand lessons, as well as pointing out
various errors and foibles of present
day teaching, in his presentation of
"Travels of Israel."
Elder Eli M. Engle of Mt. Joy, Pa.,
handled the topic "Qualifications of
Ministers."
It was brought out
that the term minister is not used in
Scripture, as pertaining to God's
messenger, but that the terms bishop, deacon and elder are used.
The
qualifications of these officials are
plainly stated in I Tim. 3 : 1-13, and
Titus 1: 5-9.
They should be sober,
tactful, knowing how to gain access
to men in order to win them to God.
They must appeal to the intelligence,
be apt to teach, not given to levity,
must exemplify, gentleness, must be
conversant with God's word, believe
that it is God's word, and be established in the faith (II Tim. 2: 15).
Above all, they must have the infilling of the Holv Ghost.
Bro. A. L. Eisenhower, by the use
of charts, illustrated and elucidated

December 13, 191§

the Tabernacle Ceremonies, as given
to the children of Israel.
This entire service was spiritualized and applied to the Christian's experience as
he advances from the condition of a
sinner to the Most Holy Place or
Heaven.
Our hearts were made to
burn within us as the Holy Spirit,
through our brother, brought out
the many beautiful lessons pointing
forward to the Lamb of God taketh
taketh away the sin of the world.
"What means can the Church use
for the Conversion of the Young,"
was discussed by Elder J. H. Wagaman.
A church which has lost its
spirituality cannot win the young
people by introducing the devil's
trash in the way of amusements,
such as moving pictures, gymnasiums, socials, etc.
When we get
back to the place God wants us, we
will see our children coming. (Psalm
128).
We must be in harmony with
the Spirit of God and then our influence will have its bearing for good
on our young people.
A'so if our
home life is inconsistent we cannot
deceive our children.
Elder Jesse Sheets gave an exposition of the book of Philippians. He
dwelt at some length on the writer,
where the book was written, why
written and the character of the
people to whom written.
Many
beautiful thoughts were drawn from
Paul's attitude toward his beloved
children in the faith.
Elder J. H. Wagaman was assigned the topic "What relation has the
Kingdom of God to the World?" Jesus said "My kingdom is not of this
world."
The only relation that we
of God's kingdom should have to the
world is to put forth our utmost
efforts, in word and action, to win
the children of the world into the
kingdom of God.
The evangelistic efforts put forth
in connection with the Conference
were the means of causing several
souls to see their need of a deeper
work of grace, and as they plunged
by faith into the Fountain, were enabled to prove the power of the Blood

December 13, 1915.'
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to sanctify and cleanse from all sin.
We believe eternity alone will reveal
the results of the seed sown. To
God be all the glory, now and forever.
Amen.
CROSS ROADS, PA.

IS

ring to Ezekiel 20.
Any one working on the Lord's day pollutes the
day by so doing.
The hallowing of
the Lord's day gives evidence of the
difference between God's people and
the world.
The Lord's day should
not be poluted by buying or selling,
hiring help, hauling milk nor feasting.
There are things that must be
done on the Lord's day and things
that can be avoided.
There is a
marked distinction between God'^
people and the world (Isa. 58: 13).
The third topic on the program
was Non-Conformity.
Eld. A . Z.
Hess discussed it, saying that the
main, or the, requisite is a changed
heart—the heart and mind renewed
The Christian is to not appear like
the world (1) Lightminded, (2) In
foolish things, (3) In fashions. Not
fashioning like the world (I Peter 1 :
14).
The same Spirit that leads us
out of sin will continue to lead us
out of the world.
"Love not the
world, neither the things of the
world; for the world passeth away
with the lust thereof." If we please
God we have peace.
By not taking
up the plain way we remove the ancient land marks (Gen. 35).

A ministerial and Sunday School
meeting was held at the Cross Roads
M. H. near Florin, Pa., Nov. 25, 1915.
The meeting was opened by Eld.
I. W. Musser reading Psalm 84, and
leading in prayer.
Bish. L . 0 . Musser then discussed
the topic why does the ministry need
the spiritual support of the laity as
well as the material?
Taking Jesus as an example ho
showed that He was human in that
He told His disciples to watch with
Him (Matt. 26: 40).
The minister needs to be watchful
(II Cor. 2 : 7-17), and needs the
spiritual support of the laity, because he is not perfect, having short
comings as well as others, and is
under necessity of maintaining a
clea- conscience (I Tim. 3 : 9 ) , and a
spirit of humility (Acts 20: 19) not
No man can serve God and mamin appearance only but also at heart
mon.
The plain way does not con(I Peter 5 : 2 ) .
Ministers need to be of a willing form to the world in fashion or in
mir^l, to be ready to go wherever conversation (I John 2 : 15).
The Lord will have a clean people.
needed, or where God wants them to
go a^d be ensa~-ples as well as ex- Any one picturing heaven pictures
amples to the flock (II Tim. 2 : 24). something to the glory of God.
The 4th., topic, The Teacher's E The 1 ' als^ need to be examples of patier^e (II Tim. 4 : 5).
Above all quipment, was introduced by Bro. I.
The principal aim in
t h e " should be spiritual men being N. Heisey.
this work is success.
In order to
filled with t^e Holy Ghost.
succeed
one
must
tarry,
like
the disv
T e material support accorded
The teacher
the"-1 should be in way of standing ciples, at Jerusalem.
undnr their arms in way of encour- can encourage his visitors to go with
agement as also financially when him to the Sunday school bv filling
his place himself in the school.
nee'Vd.
FM, J. N. Martin discussed the
The teacher should be understood
topi": t^e Sabbath.
How should it (I Cor. 14: 19, 20).
He should have
be "-nent ?
wisdom (James 1 : 5 ) .
He needs to
A f t e r showing the difference be- be yielded (Rom. 12: 1) and be ready
In effort he should be
tween the T/ord's day and the Sab- (Isa. 6 : 8 ) .
bat^ day he showed that the com- pressing toward the mark (Phil. 3 :
mand in Exo. 20, also differed as to 14), be ^ealous (Rom. 10: 2 ) , apContinued o i l page 21.
keeping it holy or polluting it refer-
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MARRIAGES.

TH

c.^h in

DIELLIXGER.
BUTT
On
Oct.
28,
l!)ir>, at Hie home of the bride's parents.
Bro. On nlel Mellinger n n«S Sr. Esther Kutt
1 eiitrnl Manor, Lancaster Co., Pa.,
3.
W h m .-ritin f a t o fc->": y o u r
a d d r e s s holll of
were unite<l in marrlujee by Hi shop C. ?f.
r ' t a n g e d , He s u r e t o j , i ' v e b o t h o l d a n d n e w Hosteller of Washington Boro.
advance.

address.

NAUMAN
BAKER
-On
Nov.
.m,
IOIS, there occurred, at the home of the
officiating minister, Bish. H. It. Hotter,
' i s u b s c r i b e r s w h e n t h e i r s u b s c r i p t i o n e x p i r e s . the marriage of Mr. Roma u us Naninau
4.
I f y o u d o n o t r e c e i v e t h e V I S I T O R w i t h - and Miss Fannie Baker, both of Rapho
Township, Lancaster Co., Pa.
in t e n d a y s f r o m date o f L s u o , w r i t e u sa t
3-

The

' once and
To
seod
•of

date o n the printed

w e will send

the Poor—who
the paper

label

the n u m b e r
a r e unable

free

others

o r upon

Individual

requests

will

show

called

for.

to pay—we

OBITUARY.

on the recommendation
their

individual

repuests.

HEER.
Mrs.
Alice
Ann
Heer
was
born July 4, I87*», near Green, Clay Co.,
Kan.,
tiled
Nov.
1917>,
aged
40
years
six months a s a matter o f g o o d faith.
and 4 months.
She leaves to mourn
loss her husband, two children, her
To
Correspondents—I.
Articles
f o r p u b their
step-mother, four sisters and four brothl i c a t i o n s h o u l d b e w r i t t e n o n o n e s i d e o f t h e ers.
In Auar. 1015 her little boy died
suddenly, and the shock: was so severe on
paper only.
Write
all business
letters
on her, that she never got over it, she grieved over it nntil her mind was affected
separate
sheets.
and so she pined away and died.
De3
Communications
without
t h e a u t h o r ' s ceased was a kind mother, a good wife,
faithfnl to her
Iinsband,
and
lived a
n a m e will receive n o recognition.
good moral life being respected by all
who knew her.
Funeral services were
3.
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s f o r t h e V I S I T O R s h o u l d held in the Brethren in Christ fhnrch,
north west from Green, Kn n.t,,
Nov. *>.
b e s e n t t o t h e E d i t o r a t l e a s t t e n d a y s b e f o r e Conducted by E. M. Smith.
Interment
in the cemetery near by.
date o f issue.
must

be renewed

every

NICKLAS.
Sr. Caroline Nlefclas was
born in Germany, and departed llils life,
1 3 , 1 9 1 5 . Nov. 14, 1!>15, aged 79 years, 10 months
and 15 days.
When qaite yonns she
came to litis country where sh;? ni:N married to Mr. John Nielvlas who predeceased her about twenty years ago.
For
over sixty years they resided on She farw
TRACTS.
where she died, in East Zorra Township,
Perth Co., Ont.
She leaves to aioarn
her departure two sons and three daughters.
She was raised Lutheran.
At
W h a t W e b e l i e v e a n d W h y W e b e l i e v e I t , the age of twenty-five she was converted, and fonr years later she united with
the Brethren in Christ.
Being isolated
ifier h u n d r e d , 2 0 c .
from the Brethren, yet she proved her
A n I n t e r e s t i n g C o n v e r s a t i o n , p e r h u n d r e d , faithfulness
by
coming
thirteen
miles
to services.
She was always earliest
and hopeful and rejoiced in the God of
her
salvation.
She suffered with a
Death Eternal, p e r hundred, 15c.
severe illness, which
lasted
only
two
days.
Funeral services were held at
Retribution, p e r hundred, 15c.
the Evangelical
church,
conducted
by
Eld. Simon Cober and Rev. E. H. Bean.
Prayer, p e r hundred, 15c.
Text Psalm 116: 1 0 : Job 5> SIS.

GRANTHAM,

PA.,

D E C E M B E R

35c.

Scriptural H e a d Veiling, per hundred,
The

worm

that

Never

Dies,

$1.25.

per hundred,

JSC.
Paints

f o rConsideration,

Scripture T e x t
Scripture

Text

hundred,

12c.

Envelopes, per hundred,

20c.

Mottoes,

per

$10.00

worth f o r

I.et me go where none are weary,
Where is raised no wail of w o e ;
Let me go and bathe my spirit
In the raptures angels know.
Let me go, for bliss eternal
Lures my soul away, away,
And the victor's sons' triumphant,
Thrills my heart, I can not stay.

KOI1RER.
Carl Eugene Rohrer,
son
of Bro. Emmanuel and Sr. May Rohrer
p a p e r s a i . d of West Milton, Ohio, died Nov. 1 2 , 1 0 1 5 ,
He
e n v e l o p e s s h o u l d b e a d d r e s s e d G e o . D e t w i l e r , aged 1 year 3 months and 24 da} b.
leaves to
mourn his early
departure,
1216 W a l n u t St., H a r r i s b u r g , P a .
T r a c t s a r e father, mother, one brother, two grandmothers, one grand-father and one great
free to mission workers.

S6.00.

Orders

Postage

extra.

f o r t h e above

tracts,
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xritnd
father and
mother.
Ills life
I k n g h only as 11 bud, is plneked by our
bad to bloom on yonder fair shore. Our
loss is his eternal gain.
Services were
held a I Highland
meeting
honse
conducted by Eld. M. L, Dohner, assisted by
Bishop J. N. Hoover.
Interment in adjoining cemetery.

CROS SROADS.
Continued from page 10.

proved unto God (II Tim. 2 : 15).
His words should have weight. He
O, not in cruelty, not In wrath,
should be self-denying (Gen. 13: 8,
The reaper came that day;
Twns
an
angel
visited
the
green 9), he should teach the word and by
earth,
so doing he fulfills the commission,
And took the Mowers away.
"My
Lord has need of these
flowers "Go ye."
gay,"
The S. S. teacher does the great
The reaper said and smiled;
"Hear tokens of the earth are they,
part of teaching, in a measure more
Where He was once a child.
so than the minister as he comes into
"They shall all bloom iu fields of light.
closer contact with the child (Rev.
Transplanted hy my care,
And saints, clad in tfarmeuts white,
22: 19).
It is an important work.
Their habitation share."
The teacher should be serving in
And the mother gave, in tears and
manner (James 3 : 1 ) .
pain,
The flowers she most (lid love;
Bro. John H. Martin followed givShe knew she should lind them all again,
ing some references Matt. 5 : 16, II
In the tields of light and love.
Tim. 3 : 16. The teacher should preBURKHOLDER.
Susan wife of Oliver sent the word in different ways, urgUurkhoider of Palmyra, Pa., died 011 Wednesday night Nov. 24, 101.", of a compli- ing sinners to turn to God, and concation of diseases, aged 63 years, It) mou- verted ones to continue faithful in
ths and 10 days.
She is survived by
To small folks to
her husband who is blind, nnil the fol- God's service.
lowing children; Annie H., wife of J. U. listen to the teacher, to be quiet,
Suavely
of
near
Cumpbellstown,
Pa.,
Felix H. and Harry H. of Palmyra, and thereby
preparing for other grades.
Abraham
H. of
East Lebanon;
fifteen
word should be taught by the
brand children and two brothers: Levi The
H. Hersliey of West Donegal township, word.
Give examples from the word
and H. H. Ilersliey of Topeka, Ivausas,
the teaching plain to the
ailso survive.
Sister Burkholder's maid- to make
en name was Heishey, a ilanghter of the
scholar. He must have a love for the
late
Abraham
L.
and
Martha
(Ne
Heisej » Hershey of West Donegal town- Sunday school in order to succeed.
ship, Lancaster Co., Pa., bnt was born Su
East Donegal
township
Lancaster Co.
Bro. B. 0 . Musser showed how the
After her marriage she moved to Lebanon
Co., Pa., where she lived until death. teacher should be consecrated to the
Sister filurkholder was converted
years work referring to Isa. 6 : 6. 7. He
ago; bnt only identified herself with the
Brethren
in
Christ
denomination
a sees his humility he is proud to that
few years ago, being a consistant inemThe teacher's teaching
l«?r of that body until death.
Funeral extent.
services was held at her late home on should be in agreement with the minMonday at 0.30, and at the Brethren In
Christ church at 10 oclock.
The fun- ister's teaching and not conflict with
eral services were conducted hy Bishop
it.
Henry
K.
Ivreider
and
elder
David
Brehm.
Text Rev. 14: 13.
Interment
In the general discussion Bro. M.
at the Gravel
hill
cemetery
north of
B. Musser said a minister should
Palmyra, Pa.
in
appearance
look
separated
from the world.
If he failed in
No doubt every one has seen such no- this he should be admonished pertices as "Keep off the grass," ''Do not sonally.
If he failed in preaching
touch," J ' K e e p out." __.Jt requires no the word he also should be informed
philosophy or mysticism to understand personally.
such directions.
The Word of God is
Bro. Musser further said that his
just as explicit, and all we need to dotime of service for God will soon be
is to observe and obey its instructions. over, and he has no greater joy than
If a place is questionable, keep out; if a to see that God's chosen walk in
book has a bad taste or influence, do not truth, love one another and work totouch i t ; if a path leads in the wrong gether, hafving one aim in view.
direction, keep off.
Above a l l things,
Eld. H. 0 . Musser gave testimony
let us learn what God's will is and hum to the life that should be lived by the
bly w a l k therein.—Sel.
Christian.
He appreciated the life

1
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FROM INDIA.
of the meeting.
The power of one's
life comes from secret prayer and
devotion towards God.
Photos of
friends and musical instruments be- De Saints and Fellow-Helpers:—
'God is our refuge and strength, a
long to the world, and the world will
present help in trouble.
Therepass away with the lust thereof
to
ie
will
not
we
fear,*
though
the
earth
Anything that is highly esteemed
be
removed,
and
though
the
mountains
with the world is an abomination in
the sight of God.
Teach the s'mple be carried into the midst of the sea," etc.
way to the young.
He admonished Isa. 46: 1-3).
? praise the Lord for the above
those having worldly things to huwords, for we have proven God to be
mility.
t ne.
How much that word "refuge"'
Bro. L. F. Sheetz said to the teaH< • . eans to the child of God!
In our
ers that there are three, principal fan.ily life we so often see this truth ilthings that helped him, namelv, lustrated in the young child fleeing to
prayer Bible study and interest. lie its mother where it knows that it is
also said that friends and others can safe from all that causes fear or distress.
be educated to attend Sunday School, If we in the same manner and with the
or if not in favor of Sunday School, sai e confidence come to God He is at
they can be taught not to come to hand to prove Himself the safe retreat,
yisit at that time.
\vh r re none can harm.
His keeping
Bro. A. N. H. Martin said the pouer is unbounded, but we often in our
teacher should be in touch with God limited faith sometimes quake in unfor his scholars and feel a personal necessary fear.
"Oh, for grace to trust
interest in each one of them, Pray Him more!"
for them personally, bring them beHis strength, Omnipotence! But this
fore God in intercession, and must
too
we so often forget, and for this reanot teach discord.
son are not at our very best at all times.
Bro. Abram Gish pointed out the What blessings we miss by not being the
need of the dear a»ed brethren also blessing He would have us be! "Let ns
attending the Sunday School, their draw near with the f u l l assurance of
presence would encourage the wo v k. f a i t h " and draw from Him the strength
The Sunday School is not for t1 - v. e need,
remembering
that
"His
young people onfv h"t for all.
strength is made perfect in weakness."
Eld. Daniel Wolgemuth in c l o ^ o r Therefore the command "Be strong in
the service expressed his apprecia- the Lord, and in the power of His
tion of being present.
He further might."
said he cannot understand when one
We praise the Lord for the victory He
drifts away from the plain wav why
gives
us.
Another six months have
?
there a»T those w^o so soon ollow,
but contrarilv when one takes the passed since last we addressed you in
It has been a precious time
separate way they are
slow to fol- this way.
to our own souls, because of the blessings
low.
F e has been showering upon us.
The
Bro. David G. Heisey acted as mo- conflict with the powers of darkness is
derator.
severe at times, but, thanks be unto God,
The meeting was insnirmg and we have been able to triumph in His
helnful to those interested in the name.
We have been going forward
work.
with the work as best we could, in the
We hope to see manv turn to the villages and for native Christians. . F o r
sendee of God thru the efforts put the latter we had a four days' convenforth.
tion which resulted in greater victory
Abram H. Martin. for some of them.
It did our hearts
good to see them melt down before the
"If the Lord can not use you, Satan Lord and pray through in the old-fashioned way.
Some stifled their convicwill."
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tion, making i t harder for them later.
The love of the world takes hold upon
people here the same as it does in the
kome lands.
Brother Tracy of Calcutta
was God's instrument for giving out the
truth, and this he did faithfully. W e
ask special prayer for our native church.
All the missionaries and native people of
the different stations were present on the
above occasion, and all were encouraged.
We hope to have these gatherings oftener than in the past.
Our work amongst the Europeans of
this place continues w i t h interest. The
Sunday School has been well attended as
have also the services for the older people.
We have intimated in some of our letters of our fears of famine in these parts.
Late rains have bettered the conditions
somewhat in our immediate vicinity but
to the south of us only thirty miles the
government has opened relief works. The
distress here amongst certain classes will
be quite acute a little later on.
The
villagers are rather superstitious about
these conditions and declare that the
gods have gone off to the w a r region in
Europe, and cannot see after their needs.
Others say it is because England has
gone to w a r and the gods are angry and
w i l l not give rain
In some other parts
of India we hear there is famine also, in
some places because of no rain, in others
because of a superabundance.
In every
place the government has been doing its
best to meet the needs of the people b y
giving them work.
We are thankful to God for the health
of the missionaries.
At present all are
standing the climate quite well. The
cool season is here and we are planning
for a good campaign of village touring
Brother Hess and family are planning a
furlough ,to the home lands, leaving lis
about next March or April, if the Lord so
opens the w a y for them, by sending some
one to take their place and the means
for their journey.
Miss Landis is doing
well as overseer of the work at Raghunathpur, and getting on well with her
language study.
We are thankful too for the supply of
our needs during these perilous times.
God has not left us without funds for the
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work or ourselves.
Praise Him with us
for this great mercy.
Pray for us that
the next six months may be a time of
great victory and that the needed money
will be supplied for the continuation of
the work.
Don't forget to write to us.
We are waiting for your letters.
Yours in Him,
D. W. Zook, F. M.
Adra, B. N. K. Imdia, Oct. 14, 1!>15.

A f e w notes taken f r o m a sermon
preached b y Eld. Jacob N. Martin on
T h a n k s g i v i n g D a y , N o v . 25, b y one
present.
T e x t I Thess. 5 : 1 8 :
"In every thing give thanks: f o r
this i s the will o f God i n Christ Jesus concerning y o u . "
Frequently
asking
individuals
w h e r e t h e y live, spiritually.
Desire e v e r y p r o f e s s e d child o f
G o d t o live i n I T h e s s 5th Chapter.
Our prayer-? should g o above our
temporal blessings.
Real thankfulness leads t o giving.
T h a n k f u l persons are not wasteful.
B e t h a n k f u l f o r heavenly blessings.
First. T h e S o n o f G o d .
Second. F o r temporal blessings.
Jesus was m a n i f e s t e d t o d e s t r o y
the w o r k s o f t h e devil i n e v e r y person that believes.
W e should be t h a n k f u l f o r N a t i o n al liberty, F r e e d o m , t o w o r s h i p God
a c c o r d i n g t o the dictates o f our conscience.
Be t h a n k f u l f o r a sound mind t o
see our condition b y nature.
Real t h a n k s g i v i n g c o m e s f r o m a
need.
I f w e h a v e not seen our need
o f a Savior w e cannot b e t h a n k f u l
in t h e truest sense.
A pilot was once asked if he knew all
the rocks along the coast.
"No," said
he, "it is not necessary to know all the
rocks, only to know the safe channel."
—Sel.
It is not an easy thing to conquer
one's self.
That is the reason w h y Solomon said. "He that ruleth his own
spirit is greater than he that taketh a
city."—Sel.
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DAY

IN

PEOPLE.
BET3LE-IEIVL

The day before Christmas last year
found our little party journeying over
the same little hills and down tVouarh
the same little vales that were crossed
more than nineteen hundred years ago
by the Wise men who hurried from Jerusalem to Bethlehem to gaze upon the infant Jesus.
E v e r y tourist in Palestine at Easter
goes to Jerusalem, and every tourist in
the Holy Land at.Christmas time journeys to that little town among the hills
over which hung the star that guided the
Wise men to our Savior cradled in a
manger.
Almost every
traveller
approaches
Bethlehem by the road leading from
Jerusalem.
The Holy Land is a small
territory and distances are short as w e
count them in this country.
It is only
six miles from Jerusalem to the birthplace of our L o r d - a n d that little road
presents a strange spectacle on the day
before Christmas and on Christmas morning.
We saw Englishmen riding Arabian horses, Bedouins on their camels,
peasants on their donkevs, and hundreds
of others journeying afoot.
There are more shrines and
holy
places along this six miles of winding
road between Jerusalem and Bethlehem
than along any other stretch of road in
Palestine, or in the world, for that matter.
Our quarters had been secured for
us at an inn in Bethlehem, but probably
the majority who were traveling over
that road had no place to sleep save
beside and under the fig trees.
These
pilgrims to the shrine of the Nativity
brought along w i t h them cooking utensils and food, for it was their purpose to
camp each night in their travels. Many
of them had journeyed hundreds of miles,
Some of them make the trip every vear.
Our party rode in carriages.
About
two miles out from Jerusalem we stopped beside an ancient cistern d e e p —
hewn out of the solid rock close to the
road w a y .
Even as we stopped the
peasants drew buckets of w a t e r from it
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-ter their beasts of burden.
This
the W e l l of the
agi.
It is said
th' c hen the Wise men were journeying from Jerusalem to Bethlehem on that
eventful evening more than
nineteen
hundred years ago, they lost sight for
a f e w moments of the star that guided
them.
Pausing in dismay, one of them
looked down into the deep w e l l and saw
there reflected in the black waters, a
star.
Looking overhead above the w e l l
they located this star and were thus enabled to continue their journey.
Not more than a quarter of a mile beyond this is an ancient olive tree, gnarled and bent.
It is claimed that this is
a shoot from the original tree k n o w n a3
the " V i r g i n ' s T r e e " where Gabriel appeared to the favored woman of Nazareth.
Before us and behind us the pilgrims continued on their w a y to Bethlehem.
We passed those afoot and those
on their donkeys, w h i l e the others on
horseback and the Bedouins on their
camels, easily passed us.
A mile beyond, on the top of a hill,
is perched the great monastery of Mar
Elias.
This is one of the finest monasteries in Palestine and commands a
most wonderful v i e w of the countrv. The
monks here claim that their
church
stands upon the site of the R e f u g e of the
Prophet E l i j a h .
In support of this legend the monks showed us the spot on
which E l i j a h rested, and declared that
a depression in the rock w a s made by
the prophet's foot.
Another mile w e journeyed
down
through a dusty valley.
We came to a
sunken mossgrown tomb in an olive
grove. _ This, w e were told, w a s the
tomb of Rachel, and from all w e could
learn we were convinced that the story
was doubtless authentic.
Just beyond
this point w e had reached the top of another hill by a sharp turn.
Eve^jr man
in the party, as the carriages stopped and
w e dismounted, looked across to the
l o w - l y i n g hills, and removed his hat, for.
spreading before us but a f e w miles distant, was "the little t o w n of Bethlehem."
During all the centuries w h i c h have elapsed since the quaint little town took
such an important place in sacred his-
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tory, it is the least changed of any spot
in the Holy Land.
Bethlehem to-day, we are told, looks,
from a distance, almost like it did when
Christ was born.
Records show that
very f e w changes have been made and
that most of these changes were simply
replacing old buildings in practically the
same form as they were when Mary and
Joseph sought shelter at an inn and were
forced to remain in a stable.
The city
— i t was then a t o w n — i s girt round about by olive and fig trees, and the lowlying square-top buildings are scattered
over three small slopes or hills.
In this
setting it has more of the typical Holy
Land aspect than any other city in Palestine since the others, under Turkish
influence have changed to resemble more
the modern Oriental types.
As we approached the little city w s
saw hundreds, and perhaps thousands, of
pilgrims dressed in flowing robes, some
with turbans and some with short tunics
and sandals, just as we imagine they
dressed at the time of Christ.
These
people were camping beside the highways, putting up small cloth shelters,
and boiling food in brass pots over tiny
fires made from manure and the few
twigs they could gather.
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of fifteen hundred years.
Various people and various sects worship here, including the Christians from abroad, the
Latins or Roman Catholics, the Greeks,
and the Armenians
In Constantinople
imperial decree prescribed the e x a d
places each sect should occupy, the time,
the duration and the manner of their
services.
So explicit was this decree
that it set forth even the number of
times they might burn incense, what
portions of the walls, pillars and floors
they might sweep; how they might hang
their lamps; and how and when they
might carry out every other detail of
their varied forms of worship.
The stranger at first grieves that such
an edict should have been sent forth
from pagan Constantinoble, but, as we
soon learned, it was quite necesary. Despite all these precautions it is necessfuy
to keep soldiers on guard throughout the
church night and day to preven+ t .e
worshippers from quarreling.
We found the entrance to the Church
of the Nativity through a door so narrow and so low that we were obliged to
enter one at a time and then only by
stooping.
One would think so wonderful a church, a place so rich in saersd
history, an edifice which marks the site
of the birth of Christ, would have a
grand entrance, but this narrow little
passage way is kept as it was centuries
ago.
At that time the narrow door was
made purposely, so one of the high
priests told us, to cause the people to
stoop and thus teach each worshiper the
virtue of humility.

The quaint streets were crowded with
men, women, and children in picturesque
attire.
We recognized tourists from America, England, Germany and France.
We saw Turks, Armenians, Jews. Bedouins, and many other nationalities. Many
of them wore their gayest holiday attire,
and many of the women's robes were of
solid reds, blues and yellows, while some
The Chapel or Grotto of the Nativity
of the young men wore purple.
Most of is the Holy of Holies.
We reached this
the old men wore white robes and white place from the choir by means of an anturbans, hooded at the back.
cient stone stair-way showing the wear
It is situThe one great attraction in Bethlehem of generations of footsteps.
ated
in
the
crypt
and
is
declared
to be
for everyone is the Church of the Nativity.
There in the East, we learned, it the actual site of the manger wherein
is known as the Church of St. Mary, yet the new-born Christ-child was laid. This
the real name is the Church of the Nativ- is a rather small chamber and would be
ity.
It looks little like a church.
In- dark indeed, but for the light from man/
deed, to us, it had more the appearance brass lamps.

of a fort.
It is in reality a group of
The walls are hung with tapestry and
churches and monasteries under one roof. paintings and the altar is made beautiPortions of it are so ancient that there ful with candlesticks and brass lamps.
is no accurate history of its age.
The
For more than six hundred years the
central building, however, has a history light in fifteen of these lamps has never

26

EVANGELICAL VISITOR

been allowed to go out.
The lamps are
constantly refilled and cleaned in such a
manner that by piecing on the wick from
the bottom, the flame of the lamp does
not have to be extinguished.
Beneath
the altar the lamps are hung in a semicircle around a slightly raised marble
dais, in the floor of which a large silver
star is inlaid.
This, we are told, marks
the exact spot of the Nativity.
On the
star is this inscription:
"HIC

DE

CHRISTUS

VIRGINE
NATUS

Christ was horn of

MARIA

EST"

(Here

the Virgin

JESUS
Jeans

Mary.)

There have been some people, always
visitors from the west, who have doubted
this as the exact site of the original manger because they could not see how i t
could have been used bv cattle and horses. Some of the tourists who were near
us as we viewed this sacred spot voiced
these same doubts, but the priest who
was with us explained that in the east,
especially in the olden davs, the live
stock was kept in the basement of the
dwelling house.
Sometimes there was
only a platform built up at one side for
the family and sometimes it was a separate upuer floor which divided the family
from the domestic animals.
The stairway provided no difficulties to the native cattle of Palestine then, or now for
that matter, a little later we saw, in the
outskirts of Bethlehem, some cows and
mules going down a stone stairway into
the basement of a house.

December 13, 191§

wide influence upon the history of Christianity.
Alongside the Church of the
Nativity St. Paula founded the greatest
convent of the early Christian centuries.
Near by or perhaps within the church itself, St. Jerome translated the Latin
Vulgate, and here on Christmas D a y
1101, after the army of the Frst Crusade had taken Jerusalem and driven the
Moslems from Judea, Baldwin of Flanders was crowned, the first Christian K i n g
of Palestine.
Underneath the Church of the Nativity
is a series of six grotoes, which seem originally to have been natural caves; but
they have been somewhat enlarged, and
their walls are now overlaid with dressed stone and adorned w i t h tapestries
One of these caves is believed to have
been the study of St. Jerome, where he
translated the V u l g a t e ; in another the
soldiers of Herod are said to have massacred a number of children whose mothers had hidden them there.
It was in this particular church or section of the Church of the Nativity that
the Latin Christmas celebration was held
on Christmas day. The procession formed in the market place which was nearly
a quarter of a mile away from the church
and after being formed they marched
with great solemnity through the street,
and one bv one. filed through the narrow
entrance into the church.
At the head
of the procession was the Latin Patriarch who car'e from Jerusalem for the
ceremonv.
He brought with him many
of his officials and was joined b^ many
Bethlehem officials of the Latin Church.
In the church the service is naturally a
most elaborate one made up of recitals,
chanting, and reading from the scriptures, the selections all havinsr reference
to the birth of the Savior.
There are
also numerous collects, prayers and litanies.
This is followed by the burning
of incense, and the conclusion of this annual ceremonv, which thousands flock to
see. consists of placing in a gold-covered
wicker basket a small beautiful w a x
doll.
This is symbolic of Christ in the
manger. This doll remains there twelve
days.

The section where the Latin Christmas
celebration is conducted is the oldest
church building in the world, we were
informed.
I t was erected above the
birthplace of Christ bv St. Helena about
the year 330 A. D.
I t is a heavy fortress-like structure; and the Church of
the Nativitv was really intended to be a
castle as well as a sanctuary.
Its walls
were made massive, and its single lofty
portal was walled up, leaving only the
low. narrow entrance against Moslem assaults.
In the central church, and in the other
churches, monasteries and schools which
have grown up around it, dramatic,
sometimes tragic, scenes have been enacted.
Here lived and labored and sufOn the day following Christmas the
fered, men and women who exerted a peasant women visit the field of the
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Shepherds which is just outside the town
of Bethlehem.
here they pray for their
heaits desire, and it is known that these
prayers are that they may become mothers of good men.
In this field they receive a blessing from the Patriach.
On the third day the Pilgrims began to
flocK out of the city and across the hills
and plains to their homes.
Thirteen days later, on the seventh of
January, which is their Christmas day,
other pilgrims, members of the Greek
church, come to Bethlehem for celebration.
Thirteen days from this time,
Armenian pilgrims reach Bethlehem for
their Christmas celebration.
But these
are really minor events in Bethlehem
and f e w tourists wait to see them.—Judson D. Stewart.

THE CABIN BOY.

A dark-eyed boy with a pale sad face
stood leaning against the railing of A
ship looking at the foaming waves
which were dashing against the sides of
the vessel.
The ship had left port only
a f e w days before and this was the first
time that Allen had ever been on the
sea.
He seemed to avoid being with tho
other sailors who were rough wicked
men, though he was quick to do whatever was asked of him.
Yet he spent
his spare time in gazing over the waters
toward the land which they had left behind.
The sailors often tried to get him
to taste their liquors, and would laugh
and sneer at him, and sometimes cruelly
torment him because he refused to do so.
Finally they agreed among themselves
to make Allen drink some liquor: and
finding him one day alone near the stern
of the ship one held him while another
tried to pour the rum down his throat.
The others laughed loudly to see the fun.
Laugh on cried Allen, with a firm voice,
but I w i l l never taste a drop of it.
You
ought to be ashamed to drink it yourselves, and much more to try to force it
down a boy.
And just as the sailor was
about to pour it into his throat, quick as
a hash, m i e n snatched the bottle and
flung it overboard.
The captain and
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the mate hearing the noise, came that
way, much to the joy of Allen, who supposed they would put a stop to the sailors' abuse.
But the captain himself was a rouch
drinking man and when he heard what
the trouble was he said he would soon
make the lad take his medicine.
When
he heard that the lad had thrown the
liquor overboard he cried angrily, "Hoist
that fellow aloft into that maintop sail.
I'll teach him not to waste my property."
Two sailors came forward to carry out
the captain's order, but Allen quietly
waved them back and said, in a low respectful tone, "I'll go myself, captain, and
I hope you w i l l pardon me for I meant no
offence."
His hand trembled a little
as he took hold of the rigging for he was
not used to climbing the ropes of a ship.
As the captain saw how slowly and carefully he climbed he cried, "Easter, faster
there," and Allen tried to go but his foot
slipped, and clinging by one hand, he
hung dangling over the water. A coarse
laugh came from the captain, a jeer from
the sailors.
But Allen again caught
his foot hold and in a few minutes more
was in the basket.
The mate was a kind hearted man and
begged the captain not to leave the boy
there all night, as he would be chilled to
death.
The captain refused to let him
come down, but said he would go on
deck and see how he was doing.
"If I
allow you to come down, will you drink
what is in the glass of my favorite
wine?"
"No sir, I cannot do it," cried
the brave boy.
"There, that settles it,"
said the captain, "he's got to stay there
all night.
He'll be toned down by the
morning."
After dark, the mate, unknown to the
captain, managed to carry the boy a
blanket and some food and hot drink. By
early dawn the captain came on deck,
and when, to his call of "Ho my lad,"
there was no reply he began to be alarmed and ordered the boy to be taken down.
A glass of warm wine with a biscuit was
standing beside the captain, and as
Allen's limp form was carried in before
him his voice softened a little as he said.
"Here, my lad, drink that, and I'll not
trouble you any more, but you w i l l have
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to do this to show how I bend stiff necks
on board my ship."
The boy was weak and cold, but he
straightened himself up and said, "Captain Herden, two weeks ago I promised
solemnly by my mother's open grave that
I would never taste the terrible drink
which had ruined our once happy home
and sent my dear mother to an early
grave.
The next day I stretched my
hands through the prison bars to bid my
father good-bye. With tears in his eyes,
he said, 'Pray for me Allen, and remember, my boy, never to taste of strong
drink.'
Do with me what you will, captain, let me freeze to death on the mainmast, throw me into the sea, below, do
anything, but do not for my dead mother's sake make me drink that poison,"
The boy sank back and burst into a
fit of tears.
The captain stepped forward and laying his hand, which trembled a little, upon the lad's, said to the
sailor's, "For our mothers' sakes let us
respect Allen's pledge, and never," he
added, "let me catch one of you ill-treating him."
Without another word the
captain strode hastily away to the cabin.
F o w manv of us are brave enough to
resist temptation even at the cost of our
lives?—Selected by E. P. Groff, Pavonia,
Ohio.

The following account of a man's
conversion seems to be so out of the
ordinary that we give it to our readers, copied from The Gospel Message
for November.
The scene is laid in
India, among the British soldiers.
The maior gives the account of his
conversion.
Samuel Hebich was a Missionary
from the southern part of Germany,
whose labors were greatly blessed among the white and colored peonle of
India, and many of the English soldiers and officers were brought to
the Lord through his ministry. (He
went to be with the Lord in 1868.)
The manner in which I became acquainted with him was as peculiar
as was the man himself.
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My batallion was stationed in the
province of Madras, India during one
of the seasons of the hottest weather
that I can remember. On account of
the oppressive heat, there was a
death-like stillness during the daytime, as it was not advisable for a
European to be outside till after sunset and before sunrise.
Thus were
we forced to idleness, which by no
means was agreeable to us.
Just at this time there came the
news, "Hebich is coming!"
At the officer's club they spoke of
nothing else all evening.
Some had
made his acquaintance in former
years, but most of them, like myself,
had only heard of him.
One of the
officers said, " W e will each of us
make
his
acquaintance
soon enough, and without being introduced
to Mm, for Mr. Hebich speaks to
whom he pleases, and asks no permission."
I listened with astonishment and
at last asked, "Who is this Mr. Hebich that moves about so freely?"
The peculiar tone of my question,
which betrayed my annoyance, made
some of them laugh, while one of
my friends responded, "You will be
one of the first he will attack for
they will soon tell him what a hardened sinner you are.
Mr. Hebich
came to India to work among the
colored race, but he thinks the white
heathens (for so he calls us) are in
still greater need of the Gospel than
they; so he spends much of his time
in visiting the garrisons, and many
Europeans have been converted from
their heathenism ( ? ) . "
This stirred up my indignation in
no small degree and I did not hesitate
to express myself about Hebich and
his "Shameful boldness," and said in
conclusion, "If he should ever enter

!
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my quarters, he would soon land outAfter a short silence, he said, "Gel
side again."
that Book."
Without objecting, I
A few days passed and I had near- went to my book case.
While I
ly forgotten about Mr. Hebich, when stood before my books, I had no need
one day, during the hottest part of to ask which book my visitor wanted.
the day, when every place looked de- There were works of imagination—
serted—even the colored people were poetry—but none of these he wantforced to seek shelter inside—I ed.
The man who had just come in
was lying in my room, listlessly wanted reality—truth—not imagidreaming, when suddenly I heard nation.
There were also important
footsteps outside.
works on war, but Mr. Hebick did
,,
,
,
. ,
. j not want any of these; he was a
My door and window were wide
„
'
,,
messenger ot peace.
Yes, there m
open, for a visitor could hardly be
the comer stood a neglected book,
expected during these hot hours.
which was now wanted—the Holy
The sound came nearer and in walkScriptures, God's Word.
It belongs
ed—Mr. Hebich.
Yes, it must be
to the outfit of every officer of the
he, it could be no one else.
He was
English army, and for that reason
a tall haggard-looking man, with a
it was not missing in my own liblong loose-hanging coat.
In his
rary, but I had never opened it.
1
bony hand he held a large hat, and
now found it quickly and laid it on
a huge umbrella, indeed he was a ^ ^ h l e ' ^ f o i ^ I
sight to make one laugh, but for the
the book at the
firgt
ch
venerable face, and the penetrating ,
.
,
f _,
-xr i • i
l
l>vJl vJ-L vXfc/IlCoI»5j <aJIvl ItictU. LlitJ IIXiSL I W'J
look in his eves.
Yet it was not a
„
verses.
harsh look, but rather of tenderness,
,
,
,
,,
..
T , '
, . ,
,
, . . . ' ! obeyed and read like an attentivekindness and sympathy, which it
pupil, loud and distinct: "In the bewas not easy to "resist, yea, which
ginning God created the heaven and
one would feel ashamed not to folthe earth.
And the earth was with
low.
One's heart seemed to feel,
out form, and void; and darkness
"This man knows better than I do
,,
,
, ,,
,
, ,
was on the face of the deep.
And
what I need.
the Spirit of God moved upon the
Mr. Hebich came nearer and made f a c e 0 f the waters."
a l o w bow.
I rose and went to
"That will do! now close the book
meet him.
He extended his right and we will pray." With these words
hand to me kindly and bade me the man kneeled down to pray and
"Good day."
Where was now my 1 followed.
What he prayed I do
intention to put the man out of my n o t k n o w I was not able to keep
quarters?
I felt like a school-boy, tw<> thoughts in their connection,
whom the principal had come to see, Where would all this lead me to? I
But Mr. Hebich seemed to feel a«s d i d n o t know what to think say or
much at home as I felt strange and f -°embarrassed in my own dwelling. He
asked me politely to take a seat,
helping himself to a chair which he
brought near to my own and sat
down.

[

Mr. Hebick had finished his prayer
and rose, and I followed his example,
He shook my hand in solemn earnestness, made a bow, which I mechanically returned, and he left my
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all about me.
He implored Him to
dwelling as he had come.
That night I did not go to the show me what I was that I might
officers' club, partly because I was a- know myself and flee into the open
fraid, though no man had ever call- arms of the Redeemer—Jesus—to
Again he took leave
ed me a coward, and partly because I find salvation.
felt unable to converse with any one. in the same solemn and earnest way
The Bible still
It was difficult for me to do the reg- as the day before.
lay open on the table.
I dared not
ular routine work.
The following day I was lounging close the Book and put it away, I
in my large arm chair, unoccupied as felt drawn to read once more for
the day before but I felt very myself those wonderful verses which
strange. In my heart raged a great began to have such a power over me.
battle, and I was shrinking in fear lake a pupil who had been sent back
from that which might still come, to his lesson, I sat down before the
and yet having a desire for some- Bible, and again and again read
thing better and higher than I had those verses till they burned in my
ever known.
All at once I heard very soul.
footsteps, the same as the day beI needed no interpreter; the words
fore; now in the yard, now on the interpreted themselves; they picturporch, now at the door, and there ed themselves, Yes.
I was void and
stood Mr. Hebich again.
without f r o m ; sin had made me so,
Again I rise to bid him, "Good and the darkness of indifference and
day," but again I am embarrassed. unbelief hid from my own view, like
Again he begs me politely to take a a thick fog, my utter ruin, and God's
seat, and seats himself on a chair love, His heart and His face. "And
near me, then after the same solemn the Spirit of God moved upon the
pause comes the request, "Get that face of the waters."
Book!"
Had this strange man brought me,
Just as the day before, without by these words and his prayer, in
any objection. I go to my book case touch with the living God?
Was
and get the Bible.
this wonderful power which I felt
"Turn to the first chapter of Gene- come over me, perhaps the moving
sis and read the first two verses." of the Spirit of God upon me?
If
I read, loud and distinct, as be- ever a man was bowed and humbled;
fore: "In the beginning God created if ever a heart was convinced of its
the heaven and the earth.
And the sinfulness and corruption, as well as
earth was without form and void; the need of redemption through our
and darkness was on the face of the Lord and Savior, it was I.
All pride
deep.
And the Spirit of God moved and prejudice fell like thick scales
upon the face of the waters."
from my eyes.
"That will do! close the book and
How I spent the time till the next
we will pray."
day I do not know.
I thought no
This time I listened to his prayer more about the heat, something of
Oh, what a prayer!
It was like as greater importance
occupied my
if a man talks -with his friend. Never mind.
It was the first pulse-beats
before had I heard a prayer from the of a new life, the dawning of a new
heart.
He told his God and Father sunrise in my soul.
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The same footsteps of yesterday
and the day before could at last be
heard and at the same hour.
My
Bible lay before me open; I was just
waiting for the teacher.
My heart
was full.
I rose to meet Mr. Hebich
and took his hand.
"Oh, Mr. Hebich," I said, "It is all
plain to me now.
What must I d o ? "
He looked at me with the pity of
true love, and said, "My son,"—for
by faith he considered me won by
the Gospel—"We hear that God said,
'Let there be light.'
'Believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be
saved.' "
He directed me to the Cross of
Calvary where Jesus bore my sins,
where He shed His precious Blood
for m e ; then he pointed me upward
to the throne, where Christ is now
sitting, glorified, at the right hand of
God, as my peace, my life, and my
righteousness before God.
Finally we knelt down for prayer
and praise and this day I prayed for
the first time without a book, from
the heart.
I had found life and
peace, and I thanked God my Father
f o r His great salvation-—eternal life,
which He had given me through
faith in His Son the Lord Jesus
Christ.
My dear reader, has God, who has
caused the light to shine out of darkness, brought light into your heart
to show how unclean and corrupt
you are before Him?
Do you know the Lord Jesus as
your Savior and your Friend?

IS

A VISION OF LIFE.

I slept and dreamed that I awoke
one beautiful morning and discovered that my home had mysteriously
vanished during the night.
On the
spot where the house had once stood
were heaps and heaps of stones,
some so tiny they were really nothing but pellets, others so large
that it seemed impossible for one alone to be able to move them.
As I stood looking upon this mass
of ill-assorted stones, a gentle wind
brought a Voice to me which said,
"These are the stones from which
you are to build your steps to Heaven.
Prayer must be your cement
and do not be afraid to use plenty of
it.
That the structure may be firm,
the cement must be well watered
with tears."
I listened for further
guidance but the wind had ceased
and the Voice was gone.
As I looked upon the thousands
and thousands of odd shapes, sizes
and colors of stones, I saw, a little
apart from the rest, the largest rock
of all.
On this was written several
inscriptions which read as follows:
"Rock of Ages," "Foundation Stone,"
"Jesus Christ the same yesterday,
today, and forever." There was the
Stone on which I must build if my
structure was to reach the "Pearly
Gates."
I thought to myself Today I have heard the Voice and I
must begin to rear my wall while I
have day light, for the night cometh
when no man can work.
Lying beside the Foundation Stone was a
This I gladA contented Christian carries heaven rock entitled, "Faith,"
about him, for in contentment fits a man ly cemented for the first step in my
to bear burdens, prevents many sins and tower.
As soon as it had found its
temptations, tunes man to serve God,
place, these words appeared upon it:
and composes the heart and makes it fit
for prayer, meditation, etc.
Content- "Therefore, being justified, by Faith
we have peace with God through our
jnent sweetens every condition.—Sel.
f.
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Lord Jesus Christ."
Coming to the
heap of stones, I found the topmost
-were little ones, which hid the larger ones.
These I found I must remove before using the greater.
On one little pebble was written
" A Kindly Smile," on another " A
Loving Thought."
A little larger
pebble bore the title " A Pleasant
Word," another read, "to give to
drink unto one of these little ones a
cup of cold water only in the name of
a disciple."
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fragment of disappointment on the
structure, I found the space enclosed
by the pieces larger than the original
stone. Across the whole in big type
was written. "And we know that all
things work together for good to
them that love God, who are called
according to His purpose."
Returning, I found the next stone
to be "Rock of Temptation."
After
pondering upon my strength, using
plenty of prayers and tears, I cemen ted this rock firmly in my grow-

Among these stones were other
wall.
Immediately I traced
small ones on which were the words t h e s e w o r d s u P o n {t> " H e t h a t o v e r "
"An Every Day Duty."
I carried c o m e t h s h a 1 1 inherit all things, and I
these little stones placing them on will b e h i s G o d and he shall be My
my "Rock of Faith." They looked so Son."
Coming back to the heap of
tiny and took so much time in com- stones I discovered the next to be
parison with the space that they fill- removed—"Rock
of
Humiliation."
ed, I felt as though the work was This stone lay in a ditch beside the
not worth the trouble.
As I worked rest. Its position being so lowly I
hour after hour and my wall grew so found it very difficult to raise. After
slowly, I became much discouraged, several repeated efforts I lifted carIt seemed to me I should never un- ried and placed it upon my structure,
cover the larger ones.
Then the These words I now read from its
gentle wind again fanned my face surface "God resisteth the proud but
and I heard the same Voice repeat, giveth grace to the Humble."
"He that is faithful in that which is
Going for another stone, I saw
least is faithful also in much."
So "Rock of Misunderstanding" awaittime passed and at length I brought ing me.
Slowly, thoughtfully, tearto light a rock called "Success." fully, I cemented this rock upon the
Pleased that I should have so large "Rock of Humiliation."
As I stood
a stone to add to my structure, I sadly gazing upon its rough surface
raised this boulder in my arms, when these words were printed upon it,
suddenly my strength gave way and "For now we see through a glass
this rock fell upon a larger and was darkly; but then face to face; now
broken in several pieces.
Through I know in part; but then shall I know
my tears I looked upon the broken even as also I am known."
To
fragments, and upon each separate
continued.
piece was written the word "Disappointment."
Disheartened I carWhen one knows the true value of
t l l e n a b ] e t o realize the praried each division and laid them on « m e
my wall, carefully putting prayerful f ° f n e 3 S o f a moment and is more likeJ
, '
,
f 1
ly to seize and properly use it.
The
cement and watery tears between, so t h i n g , t h a t c o u n t s m o s t f o r life » B s u c c e s s
that each piece might be firmly a n d happiness is to do the right thing at
held,—when, lo! as I laid the last the right time.—Sel.

TIME, D E A T H A N D
ETERNITY.
R E A D E R : T h y time on earth is
short.
T h e closing year, each setting
sun, each tick of the clock, is shortening
thy days on earth, and swiftly, silently,
out surely carrying thee o n — o n to
E T E R N I T Y and to God.
T h e year,
the day, the hour, the moment will arrive that will close thy life on earth, and
begin thy song in Heaven, or thy wail in
Hell.
N o future hour shall come to
bring thee back to earth again, thou art
there forever for E T E R N I T Y .
Today thy feet stand on Time's sinking sand; To-morrow the footprints remain, but thou art g o n e — w h e r e ?
Into
ETERNITY.
Today thy hands are busy at work,
thine eyes are beholding, thy mind is
thinking, thou art planing for the future. To-morrow all is still; the folded
arm, the closed eye remain, but thou art
gone—gone to E T E R N I T Y .
Others
were once busy as thou a r t ; they are
gone—gone to Eternity.
T h e merry
voice, the painted clown, the talented
artist, whose presence made tjje theatre
and the pantomime an attraction for
thee, are g o n e ; they are removed far
from the region of fiction to that reality—the reality of Eternity.
The
shrewd merchant whose voice was so
familiar to thee on the crowded E x change is hushed, he buys and sells no
m o r e — h e has entered
Eternity.
A n d , reader, thine own turn to enter
Eternity will shortly come.
Ask thy-

self honestly, " A m 1 prepared f o r Eternity." Give thy conscience time to answ e r ; listen, it speaks to thee today.
D r o w n not its voice lest it speak to thee
no more.
Let the Heaven and the Hell
of the future stand before thee in all
their reality; one of these must be thine
Eternal dwelling place, and today is the
time to make thy choice.
To-morrow
may be too late—one day behind time.
Which art thou living f o r ?
Which art
thou travelling to?
T o go from the haunts of sin, debauchery and vice to the presence of
God and the Lamb—impossible; from
the crowd of the condemned, and the
race for gold and gain, to the song of
the redeemed, and the crown of glory.
No, never!
Except
a man be born
again he cannot see the kingdom of God.
Reader, hast thou been born again?
If
so, well; but if not, the horrors of an
Eternal Hell are awaiting thee and today thou art nearer its unquenchable
flame than thou hast ever been before.
H a l t ! W h y will you meet God with
an unsaved soul ?
H e wills it not. Today H e pleads.
T u r n ye, why will ye
die?
"Time's
Its

sun is fast setting,

evening

Its shadows

is falling

are stretching

Then haste, sinner haste,
And

vtrath

its twilight

in clouds

o'er

in ominous

there's

is preparing—flee

is nigh,
the

mercy for
lingerer,

sky,

gloom.
thee
flee!"

T h i s tract can be had o f S. R. Smith, G r a n tham, Pa., at 15c per 100; $1.00 per 1000, paid.
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